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N is that, which, of all . ſſum * I 
moſt ſerious aſpect in its conſequences to ſocie- | =" 


* . and it is laid to the charge of no commoii . 


- 
1 
8 2 
—— 
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Ihe word Szprrion, from the familiar uſ : 
of! it, and from the term being ſuſceptible of 4 
various degrees of interpretation, does not ar 2 
once make that ſtrong impreſſion on the mind; > 1 
which reflexion on its conſequences is apt to 
Produce for, when conſidered in its full ex- 
tent, it will be found to contain the eſſence of 


* 
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e cn * N | {60 DEE Sf, 
- The pannel is charged with introducing dic. 
conſequent idleneſs into the b 
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thop, of 8 induſtrious 3 ih 5 


8 poiſoning che mind of the contented villager; 
5 Wo WG to looſen: the bands of ſubor- 


ation, 


which a ſucceſſion of ages has erected in this 


happy envied cor It Nd. 
bleſſings of liberty and protection to the mean- 


eſt individual in the remoteſt corner of the 
kingdom.— To what fatal conſequences does 
ſuch a criminal prbcedure lead: It paves the 
6 way for raiſing the ſtandard of rebellion, a vad. 
All che dreadful ſcenes of civil diſcord. f 
8 Such are the miſerable conſequences which, 


| may attend the crime laid to the charge of the 
pannel | in the following indiuent,—Conſes 
| quences which have been wg 
1 neighbouring kingdom. 
* The perſon here coral.” is a gentleritan * 
reſpectable connexions, gf; a liberal education; 
member of a ſociety, Who, from their note: 
ſional purſuits, ought to be acquainted, with 
the laws and the conſtitutions of the realm, 


: their general wiſdom, and their juſtice. 


While wonder is excited by this eaten 
noms the mind is led to Grow this nn 


h hold ſociety together; and of 
ſhaking the pillars of that glorious conſtitution: , 


which dude be 


r in 5 


that 
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my tended 9 the” yen 29 | 
' juſtify che apparent ' ſeverity of che -puniſh- | 


ture of the crime, and the ſafety of che com- 
mumity, baniſhes kim from a country the blef- 
fings * whole vary any te knew n not how . 
Thee obſervations are far Re being in- 
tended to heighten the guilt of an unfortunate F 
man, or to blacken the motives which influ- 


ment; which, with Proper regard to the na- Wo 


_ efited his conduct. His ſituation excited com- 3 


paſſion in his judges, and in every one who 

| heard the ſentence pronounced ;—bur tle jar 

' tiee they owed to their country ſuppreſſed Tee . 
The end of puniſſiment is to deter others ; and 5 


when an example for this purpoſe i is held our _ 


by a high and reſpectable court of criminal 3 
_ juſtice, no language can be too forcible to give 
it its due impreſſion. \ 1 
It may not be improper, in concluding this hes 
Introduction, to endeavour to correct a very od 
common miſtake with reſpect to crimes of this 
nature, which has lately much prevailed, and 


may be productive of dangerous conſequences. bn . 


. — has been ſuppoſed, that a man, who de- 
1 N ; | 5 a clares po 


Ur ˙¼᷑—— 
<0 ve —— 


ee has: intentions to be Pag peaceable; and 
honourable, cannot be gvilty of ſedition. The 
conſequences of this, doctrine, carried to its full 
extent, would be ruinou s. The omniſcience 
of the Deity alone is is the infallible judge of a 
man's motives. Man muſt judge his neigh- 
bour by his actions. What avails it, if, when 
diſcontent, tumult, and inſurrection are the | 
diſaſtrous conſequences of a man's conduct, 
that he ſhould tell us, that peace, good order, 
and ſubordination, were his ſole objects 
It is only neceſſary to add, that the conclu- 
ſion to be drawn from theſe premiſes, is, that 
we, ought to be cautious of being led away by. 
the declarations and profeſſions of any man, 
but carefully to conſider the actual conſequen- 
Cees or evident tendency of his Principles and 
his conduct. . | 
Shall we, in che en joyment of peace, Liber- 
ty, and Happineſs, regard the man who wild | 
ly ſounds in our ears an alarm that we are mi- 
ſerable and flaves, when one feels einer 
miſery or ſlavery ? 
| We feel ourſelves free, * and 1 15 "i 
| . 5 may all! attempts to rob us of theſe invalu- 
| able n ever h inclleQual 1... 
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THOMAS MUIR, Se. 


AFew minutes after ten lock in the morn- 
ing, on Friday the Zoth Auguſt 1 793, the 
Court was opened by Lord Juſtice Clerk 1 
four Lords Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, viz. viz. 
1. Lord Henderland. 2. Lord Swinton. 

3. Lord Dunſinnan. 4. Lord Abercrombie. | 

Upon calling Robert Dundas, Eſq. his Ma- 
_ jeſty's Advocate for his Majeſty's intereſt, f 
againſt Thomas Muir; "UW Mr Muir did not | 
anſwer to his name, on which the Lord 
Advocate roſe to addreſs the court; but Mr 


Muir's agent ſaid he. would appear in a fer 
A minutes ; 


webs * 


4 
* 
9 
p * 
» 7 # 
* 


minutes ; and Mr Muir preſerely came into 


preceding; and on that ſentence was apprehended on his return 


(2) 


ORE 
Mr Muir was elec for 3 g 4 


court waiting; and was then deſired to attend 
to the indictment, which the depute clerk of | 
court read as follows. 


Gn &c. WHEREAS it is humbly 


meant and complained to us by our 


right truſty RoBERT DN As, Eſq. of Arni- 


ſton, our Advocate for our intereſt, upon 
THOMAS MUIR, younger of Hunterfhill, 
THAT, by the laws of this and every other 


well governed realm, the wickedly and feloni- 
oully exciting, by means of SEDITIOUS 
SPEECHES and HARANGUES, | a ſpirit of 
diſloyalty and diſaffection to the King and the 


| Eftabliſhed Government; MORE ESPECIAL. 
A, Ihen ſuch * and Harangues are 
reed 


* Mr Muir was outlaged for en nes, che Februacy 


from! France, and brought before the court on the 13th. of Auguſt, 
when the fentence of outlawry vine taken off, and he was admit - 
ted to bail to ſtand trial r Hop, 00D: 
ae with nnn 


OM 


c 


and writings, calculated to produce 
diſloyalty and difaffection to the King and G- 
vernment: A8 ALSO, the wickedly and felo« 


1 8 0 


Ale to Meetings or Convocation 
ons brought together by no lawful math 


and uttered by: one who 1s the chief Inſtru 
ment of calling together ſuch Meetings : A 
ALSO, the wickedly' and feloniouſly ADVE 


SING and EXHORTING perſons to purchaſe 


and peruſe ſeditious and wicked publications 
a ſpirit of 


niouſly DISTRIBUTING or CIRCULATING 


any ſeditious writing or publication of the ben 
dency aforeſaid, or the CAUSING diſtribute —_ 


circulate any ſuch ſeditious writing or publica- 


PRODUCING and READING ALOUD, in 


public meeting or convocation of perſons, a ſ&@ 
ditious and inflammatory writing, tending to 


produce in the minds of the people a ſpirit of in- 
ſurrection and of oppoſition to the Eſtabliſned 
Government: AND, the PUBLICLY APPROV- 


ING of, and RECOMMENDING, ia faid 
meeting, ſuch ſeditious and inflammatory wri- 
ting, are all and each, or one or other of them, 
crimes of an heinous nature, dangerous to the 
public peace, and ſeverely puniſhable: YET 


* 


649 


- FRUE IT 18, AND OF-VERITY, That the 


aid Thomas Muir is guilty actor, or art and 
Part, of all and each, or one or other, of the 


| faid crimes, aggravated as aforeſaid: IN 80 
FAR A8, on the zd day of November, 179%, 


or an one or other of the days of that 


ceding, or of December immediately following, 
the ſaid Thomas Muir having been preſent at 


of Kirkintilloch, and county of Dunbarton, 


denominated, A Society for Reform, or bear- 


ig ſome ſuch name; and alſo, having ſome 
time during the courſe of the ſaid month of 

+ November aforeſaid, been preſent at another 

meeting at Milltoun, pariſh of Campſie, and 
county of Stirling, which meeting M64 
nominated, A Society for Reform, or bore 
ſome ſuch name, (and both of which — 


the chief mean ituting and forming); 
he did, at times 2 Places foreſaid, with a 
wicked and ſeditious intention, "addreſs and- 


5 harangue the ſaid meetings; in which ſpeeches 
and harangues the ſaid Thomas Muir did ſedi- 
_ tipuſly endeayour to repreſent the Government 


& 
- „ 
| IR £ 


or of the month of October immediately pre- 


a; meeting, in the town of Kirkintilloch, parifh 


above- mi ntioned _ ſaid Thomas Muir was 


and the Legifſative Body! of of — — venal 
and corrupt, particularly by inſtituting a 
compariſon betieen the-pretended- exiſting 
Government of France and the Gonſtitution of 
Great Britain, with reſpect to the expences ne- 
vernment; he endeavoured to vilify the Mon- 
archical part of the conſtitution, and to repre- 
ſent it as uſeleſs, cumberſome, and expenſive: 
AT> LEAST, the ſaid Thomas Muir did uſe 
words and arguments of the above ſeditious 
tendency and import. FURTHER, che ſaid 
Thomas Muir did, ſome time during the courſe 
of September, October, or November 1792, in 
the town of Glaſgow in the county of Lanark, 
Eirkintilloch in the pariſh of Kirkintilloch and 
county of Dunbarton, and Milltoun in the pa- 
riſh of Cainpſie and county of Stirling aforeſaid, 
and elſewhere, wickedly and feloniouſly exhort 
and adviſe ſeveral perſons. to purchaſe and per- 
uſe various ſeditious pamphlets or writings; 
PARTICULARLY, the ſaid Thomas Muir did, 
ſome time in the months aforeſaid, within his 
father's houſe at Glaſgow aforeſaid, or ſome o- 
ther” ee to the: Public OO ans am, N 


5 F K. * 

tf 8 2 1 he: * 
A * 1 1 7 „ 4«« 642 
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wickedly and feloniouſly adviſe and exhart | 


John Muir fenior, late hatter in Glaſgow, 
Thomas Wilſon, barber in Glaſgow, and John 


county: ef Lanark, to-read Paine, Rights er 


Man, and to purchaſe the ſame ; which book 
or pamphlet, entituled, Paine's Rights of Man, 
is a moſt wicked and ſeditious publication, cal - 


culated to vilify the Conſtitution of this coun» - 
try, to produce a ſpirit of inſurreftion among 


the people, and to ſtir them up to acts of outs 


rage and oppoſition: to the Eftablithed Covern - 


ment. -FURTHER, the ſaid Thomas Muir did, 
"the courſe of the months of September, 


October, or November aforeſaid, wickedly and 
felomouſly- diſtribute and circulate, or cauſe 


to: be diſtributed and circulated, in the towns 
of :; Glaſgow, Kirkintilloch, Milltoun afore- 
aid, and at Lennoxtoun in the ſaid pariſh 


of Campſie and county of Stirling, or elſe« 
where, a number of ſeditious and inflam- 


matory writings or pamphlets; particularly a 


book or pamphlet entituled, The Works of 
Thomas Paine, Eſq. Alſo, a writing or pub- 


* and an Addreſa to the People, approved of * 
a I" * 2 Friends of Reform in Paiſ- 


: ley | 


1 


3 
ö 


4s Cz). 


© ley; Alſo, u paper or publication, ie 


A Dialogue betwixt the Governors and che 


© Governed;* Alſo a paper or publication, en- 


tituled, © The Patriot: Particularly, the ſaid 
Thomas Mair. did, ſome time in the month 


of October or November aforeſaid, at Kirkin- 


tilloch aforeſaid, or at ſome other place to the 


Public Proſecutor unknown, wickedly and. fe- 


loniouſly deliver ant put into the hands of 
Henry Freeland weaver in Kirkintilloch a ſe- 


ditious book or pamphlet, entituled, The 


„Works of Thomas Paine, Eſq.“ which the 


ſaid Henry Freeland carried away wich pan 5 2 


which book or pamphlet, along with the other 
wicked, ſeditious, and eee pallages, 
Contains the following. 


. 


Paine's Works, P. 13.— Monarchy i is r= "al 

* ed in Scripture as one of the in ig 

* for which a curſe in reſerve | is de 
* gainſt them. . 1 | 
P. 20.— In ſhort, 8 and 4 ſucceſſion 
have laid not this or that kingdom only, but 
* the world, in blood and aſhes; it is a form 
© of government which the Word of God bears 
* teſtimony againſt, and blood will attend „ 
F. 2.— n i 


land 


1 (8) 1 


— Und ſickly, but beciy Monarchy hath poi- 


© ſoned the Republic ?—the Crown hath e 


3 


ſed the Commons. 
In England a King hath little more eto 40 

than to make war, and to give away places ; 
which in plain terms is to impoveriſh the na- 


tion, and fer it together by the ears. A pret- 


ty buſineſs indeed for a man to be allowed 

eight hundred thouſand pounds Sterling a- 
year for, and worſhipped into the bargain ! 
Of more worth 1s one honeſt man to ſociety, 
and in the ſight of God, than all the crown- 
ed ruffians that ever lived. | : 
P. 78.— What are the preſent governments 


© in Europe but a ſcene of iniquity and oppreſ- 


 * fon? What is that of England? Do not its 


* own inhabitants ſay it is a market where eve- 


ry man has his price, and where corruption is 
© common traffick, at the expence of a deluded 


* 
# 


* people? No wonder then that the French 


© revolution is traduced. 
P. 85.— But the /econd head, that of a na- 


tion eſtabliſning a particular family with here- 


by 


* ditary powers, does not preſent itſelf as deſpo- 


tiſm, on the firſt reflection; but if men will 


permit a ſecond reflection to take place, and 


carry 


© out of their own perſons: to that of theirioffi 

+ ſpring, they will then ſee that hereditary ſuc- 
ceſſion becomes in ita conſequences the ſame 
F;defpotiſm. to others which: = e 15 


for themſelves 


Pi. 86,—* It operates 4 preclude 1 


of the ſucceeding generation, and the preclu- 
V ſion of conſent is deſpotiſm. 


Part II. p. 30.— All hereditary 8 
is in its — —8 tyranny. An heritable crown, 


; or an heritable throne, or by whatever fanci- 
ful name ſuch things may be called, have no 


© other ſignificant explanation, than that man- 
$ kind. are heritable property. To. inherit 4 
government is to inherit the e people, a as if mM 
*. were flocks and herds. 1932001 
P. 51,—The act called che Bill of Rights 
comes here into view. What is it but a bar- 
gain which the parts of the government made 
vith each other to divide powers, profits, and 
* privileges ? You ſhall have ſo much, and I 


| « ſhall have the reſt ; and with reſpect to the 


nation, it is ſaid, for your ſhare You /hall 


46 baue the right of petitioning. This 1 the 


8414 oy +44 & 3 * y . & N the 
* * 7 
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hinge, 


ed her one rebore 


* ; 


1 


0 10 DIE 8 4 


© caſe; the Bill of Rights is more properly a 4 
2 Bill of Wrongs, anc: of inſult t.. 
P. 54. The: attention of the Gn | 
6 5 of Eogland:; for I rather chuſe to call it by 
that name than the Engliſn Government) 
appears, ſince its political connection witi v1 
© Germany, to have been ſo; completely en- 
groſſed and abſorbed by foreign affairs, and 
© the means of railing taxes, chat it ſeems to 
_ - . *-exiſt for no other purpoſes. Domeſtic con- 
Docerns are neglected; and with reſpect to re- 
4 — law, chere is ſcarcely any ſuch thing- 
P. 126. The time is not very diſtant when 6 
England will laugh at itſelf for ſending to 
5 Holland, Hanover, Zel, or Brunſwick; for 
© men, at the expence of a million a- year, who 
LE underſtood neither her laws, her language, 
nor her intereſt, and whoſe capacities would 
6 *-ſexrcahy! have fitted them for the office-of a 
pariſh conſtable. If government could be 
« rraſted: to ſuch hands, it muſt be ſome eaſy 
and ſimple thing indeed, and materials fit for 
« all the purpoſes may be found in every ; 
town and village of England.“ Dy 
AND the ſaid Thomas Muir did, Saban time in 
October or November aforeſaid, within his 
own 


4 


away wich him, and kept poſſeſſidn of; yendl 


4 41 Fo 


ee ee, 8 5 8 Ty 
to the Public Proſecutor unknownz"wickedly 
and feloniouſly put into the hands of William 


Muir weaver in Kirkintilloch, eleven numbers 


of i fedlitiom book or pamphlet, entituled, The 
which the ſaid W illiam Muir carried 


vrhich bod or painphlet contained among o- 

ee pee leditious paſſagebs 2 B 
Patriot. No. 5. p.168, 169 They ave 
+ loft the diſtinguiſſiing character between free- 


 £:memandtlavesy they hae Jelt che diftin- | 


Sguiſhing! character of 1185 
f have: loſt-whar the moſt yraimiealukings! ye 
* England-would never force from: et They 

have in iaigreat/meaſure loſt whartheib fore- 
* fathers ſpent: their: blood and'\tweafure wolde- 


fend the greateſt jewel that any people) can 


poſſeſs their conſtitutional and natural“ li- 
* berty—their/ birthright and inheritance” de- 


ed from God: and nature They have loſt 


the conſtitutional means of redreſs for all 
1 IO grievances! What is it imeed they have 
not loſt by that hated ſeptennial law, which 


« has en down the nen of che 


* people, © 


28 


$ pedple, like a dog to a Aan Abos only 


+. ſuffered. mon abroad. nee: in /even: gears for 
beer 0440685 101. 901% widu4 213 OJ 

No. b. p. 184. 105 Rouſe then ye Bri- 
bein Ace from the ſlumbering ſtate of 
apathy tin which you have ſo long ſuffered 


£.yourſelves.inglorionfly. to remain Open yout 
eyes to the injuries which have beenrheaped 
hon you; and aſſert your right to have them 


N redreſſed. Evince to all the url chat y 


Ste the true ids of ur once famed gloripus : 
+, adceſtars-y/ prove yourſelves worthy to inhe- 


Krit, in its higheſt degree of perfection that 
"+ conſtitution: cy bich they raiſed: by their Nalour, 
Hand cenjented-with their blood: Raiſe our 
Vedicer be voice of the people and ſound 


n che fe ears of Tyrants, and their abettars, 


+ that Joi 2011 be ſree, and you are ſo: That 


voibe 26 the noble, the mighty fat, which iN 


none can, or dare to, attempt to gainſay ?-/ 

No. 11. p. 37 5.-—* And what would he (Earl 
of Chatham) have thought, if he had lived 
to hear people now talk of a happy and glo- 
* ribus; conſtitution, evidently built upon cor- 


ruption / ànd ſupported by peculation ? And 


- * woull he, have conjectured, had he ſeen 
« 
4 


a am ia to to tis 


In Ln 6 


Ro 


© "WR: 


"© <a. 


or corrupt purpoſes they are granted: One 
would think chat the latter method is equally 


( 13 Y = 
dead iſſued to inkimidate and pre- 


4 vent the people from exerciſing their right of 
conferring upon, dunn en wa 19 9775 
£'vances: Tools Ir” JO © : 

No. 12. OL; 4. 855 ede alk, ke | 


chat is the difference between a king of Eng- 


land taxing his ſubjects without conſent of 


Parliament and taxing them with the conſent 


© 6f-Parliumedit which Parliament the King 


8 or his Miniſter can influence as he pleaſes to 
approve of war or peace, and to vote Tuck 
E a may be required; no matter how 
* grievous and burdenſome, nor for what baſe 


5/ oppreſſeve, and deſerving of reprobation; for 
being done with a ſeeming legality, and un- 


der a form and ſemblance of ronflitutional pro- 


cedure, the people are made parties to their 
down oppreſſion, and the greateſt infults hare 


added to the heavieſt injuries.” 


P. 419. Here we fee clearly the origin ee | 


the immenſe overgrown landed property of 


© our race of nobles and rich commoners a 


* right founded in murder, deſolation, rapine, 
85 A8 ee of the firſt owners and hold- 


N 25 5 | | | W ers 


7 : 


- * 7 


among our Saxon anceſtors ; and by this we 
may eaſily trace the means by which our no- 


© bility are at this moment not only in poſſeſ. 


ſion of one branch of the legiſlature by here- 
2 ditary claim, but by which they: have alſo 

monopoliſed, with the addition uf a few rich 
* commoners, the majority of voice in the Houſe 
Commons, which, ſhame to tells is bare · faded- 


ly called the Repreſentation of: the - Perple. 


This we pledge ourſelves to tothe ſa⸗ 
tisfaction of our readers in the courſe of this 
© work;' and indeed of a few. more numbers.” 


And the ſaid paper or publication, entituled; 5 A | 
Declaration of Rights and Addreſs to the peo 


ple, approved of by a number of the Friends 
* of Reform in Paiſſey, diſtributed: and circu- 
lated as ann contained. the: A 
ſages: 5 * 11455 2 ; 


_- Paiſley. W P. pt 15 Doki ſfab- 
ect to the legiſlation of perſons whom other | 
* men have placed over you, it is evident you are 


denied that which is the right of every one, 
and without which none are free. For to be 
enſlaved, is to have no will of your own in 


XR „ 


( 14 * e 
© ers: 566. the; landed: property in this kingdom, 


1 choice of thoſe law-makers, wha. have 
1 | 


La) 


K 0% 


— 
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4 power over r your: properties, your i 
your lives, and lilbertiec. Thoſe who have no 


votes for electing repreſentatives are not free, 
© as the rights of nature, and the principles of 


our conſtitution, require, but are eee 


the repreſentatives of thoſe who have votes. 
P. 5. — 3. Should you not aſſociate i in your 


4 — —— 2 
2 O 


on cauſe, and with one voice, the voice of 


united millions, demand reform in 2 the nation- 
© al repreſentarion ? f . 


0E Ges 10. But ſuch a Franken cannot 


be had unleſs we will revert to the firſt prin- 
© ciples of our conſtitution, which we. have ſo 


©ſhamefully abandoned. A government where. 
the executive and legiſlative power meet in a 
ſingle perſon has no more pretende to free- 
dom; it is perfect deſpotiſm; and the people 
© who ſubmit to it are in a ſtate of aurry. If 
the will of the Prince muſt be law, in what 
manner it is anounced, whether the mandate 
iſſue directly from che throne itſelf, or 


N 


9 through the medium of the Houſe of Com- 


E 


» 


mons, is a matter of indifference. -- If that 


people, the conſtitution is changed. If thoſe 


8 men who are ſaid to repreſent us are only the 


vil; SE " ry” 


aſſembly is no longer the repreſentative of the 


* 


% * 


4 
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| © regiſters of the Royal edicls, the NES 
is degenerated into an ab/olute Monarchy. Since 
© eleQting a Parliament is our only ſecurity a- 
* gainſt an arbitrary power in the Crown, elec- 
tion itſelf muſt be not only the common 
* Tight, but the common duty, of "= the 2 


© ple. 


"4 
4 
one 
46 


0 


* 


5 El in making _ own laws to which, by 


theſe the very definitions of ſlavery? And, 
are you not thus degraded to a level with the 
very cattle in the field, and the ſheep in the 
fold ; which are a property to thoſe who rule - 
over them, and Have no potver to Jay, why are 


P. 15.— But the evils ef long i t 


© —are they not written in tears and in blood ? 


And have they left us aught of liberty bur 


the name? With the poor exception, then, of 


one year of freedom in ſeven, and that in fa- 
vour of not one-/eventh part bf the. nation, it 
is demonſtrated that you are conſtantly taxed 
without being repreſented, and compelled to obey 


laws to which you never gave afſent. Are not 


we bought and fold ? why are we yoked and 


laden with heavy burdens? why are we flec- 
ced and led to the ſlaughter? Demand then 


with one voice, friends and countrymen, that 


. the 


1 2322 
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+ are entitled ʒ call for che; Bill, which would 


2 L reſtore; your, loſt conſtitution, and recover 


Pour ſtolen rights 1, urſue the only courſe 
© which can ever effect any conſiderable reduce 
an. of, debts: and taxes, or materially, ad- 
vance the intereſt of manufaftures and com- 
*merce! In ſhort, be free, praſperous, and 
happy |, and, give. Jour poſterity che, ſame _ 
cauſe to revere your. memories, as you, have 
to bleſs thoſe progenitors who left, ae 
* heritance in a free conſtitution. . ch 
And the above writing or be e enti- 
wled, ,* A Dialogue;;berween the Governors 
<{and; the: Governed, \;diſtributed and, cir Shlat- 
26 aforeſaid, conmined, among others, the 


97211 Cuil Governor. ig nf that * 


* ? bus 


mp 0/90 e t A ech geile 
185 fan The law js hee gow 


or [ID 4 N Selz 2b. F 2 


Prong 6 | Civil nere, ou, will be a] rehellious 


| 26 
People. . | 1 2 
1 10 * 14 * 1 E i 1 * 5 2 | 


People. Nati ations 8 revolez tyrants 


42 244 


| ere the only rebels, 3 000801 T © rat 
8 


0; c- 


19% 9 


— 


; Allowing paſſage: Tilden a7 bit er 


(8) 


v Gat Geber. The Eng is Wick üs, 


& And he cothmands you to fuübmit. : 
© People, The Kingly office originates in 
tlie people, -who elect one of thetriſel Ves to ex- 


cute it for che Senrral bo. Kings there- 


fore, are eſſentially indivifible from their na- 
tons. The Ring ef ours, chen, kame be 
ka gt 1; you” only poſſefs is phantom. 


n The people are rithid; ler us menace 
* tithn they ont obey force. Solters og 
6c this inſolent YVabble? -- $52 5317 * 425 a7. 
„ People, selir, you are ef our own 


* the" people perifh, Who will maintain the 


* a A che foldiers, grounding their 


arms, ſaid to their chiefs,” * We alſd are tlie 


L Gigs WE ate "ths enemies of t. Where- 
©. upon the Ecclgſiaſtical Governot ſaid, © There 
" e Uüt one reſoutce left. The people 


are ſuperſtitious ; ve muſt frighten "them 


ich the name of God; arid bf Religion,— 
* Our dearly beloved brethren, our 4 


* God hab Spoliiiva us to govern you.” 


* 23 People. ee, o * Ver Heavenly 


, 


+ powers, | 5 ; WE ed 


* Priefts* 


bs 
{ 


ic Mit Govetadrs ſtepping forward, 


Flöte! Wal yen fttike your bfother? If 


8 


4: 19 5 
have faith, | 


reaſon * 


* * 
8 


e aſtray... dh? N 
a Fefe. bo gon gorern then without re | 
eas 1 
11 Priel. God ondaine peace: wee prer 
- | * « ſeribes obedience... : - „ 
> *. People... Peace 3 juſtice; F ed! 
1 © ence has a right to know the laws it bows to, 
. Tate, Nun in i born inf, is world 
e to ſuffen. ac 
: 


Peoplz. Do you chen fa na ee | 
« Priefts... Will ha live Micha God, and of 
© without Kings? x 
People. We will ure wiihour ran, 
© without knpoſters.” „ | 
FURTHER, The ſaid Thomas Muir 3 
upon the 1 1th, 12th, or. 13th days of Decem- 
ber 1792, or on one or other of the days of 
that, month, been preſent at a mecting calling 
itſelf The Convention of Delegates of the AC 
* ſociated. Friends of the People, or aſſuming 
ome ſuch name; which. meeting was held in 
a room commonly called Laurie's Room, in 
James's Court, in che city of Edinburgh, he 
did then and there, with a wicked and ſediti- 
| 5 | ons 
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ſaid meeting, a writing or paper, entitu ntit entituled, 
2 Addreſs from the Society of United Iriſhmen 
© In Dublin to the Delegates for promoting a 


Reform in Scotland.“ Which writing or pa- 


per was of a moſt inflammatory and ſeditious 
tendency, falſely and infidioufly repreſenting 


j the Triſh and Scotch nations as in a ſtate of 


downright oppreſlion, and exciting the people 
rebelliouſſy to riſe up and oppoſe the govern- 
ment. And which paper or writing, among 


other paſſages, contained che following: 


P. 1.— We take the liberty of addreſfing 
you in che ſpirit of civic- union, in the fel- 


6 « Jowſhip of a juſt and common cauſe. We 


greatly rejoice. that the ſpirit: of freedom 
moves over the ſurface of Scotland, that 
light ſeems to break from the chaos of her 


internal government, and that a country ſo 
© reſpectable for her attainments in ſcience, in 


arts, and in arms, for men of literary emi- 
* nence, for the intelligence and morality of 


her people, now acts from a conviction of 
the union between virtue, letters, and liber 
ty; and now riſes to diſtinction, not by a 
calm, contented, Heeren wiſh for a reform in 


1 Parliament, 


e deſign, pt d ce, and "ria aloud to the 


W 


B 
8 


ö 


i o 
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4 Parliament, but by op 


political ſituations are not diſſimilar, that 


T1 


Ws 


# gently willing it, 5 dee, 
6 of an embodied nation. We rejoice that ou 
do not conſider yourſelves as merged and 


melted down into another country, a. chat 
in this great national e n are 


Scotland. —Alſo ay 
P. 3.— We will lay open to you n 45 
Our cauſe is your cauſe. If there is to be 4 
© ſtruggle between us, let it be, which mind 
© ſhall'be foremoſt in the race of mind. Let 
* this be the noble animoſity kindled between 


oy us, Who ſhall firſt | attain that free conſtitu- 


© tion from which both are equi-diſtant, Who 


_ ©ſhall firſt be the ſaviour of the empire 
Ihe ſenſe of both countries, with reſpect to 
the intolerable abuſes of the conſtitution, has 


been clearly manifeſted, and proves that our 


+ our rights and wrongs are the ſame.'—Alſo, 


P. 9. — We will not be the dupes of ſuch 


* 1gnoble artifices. We ſee this ſcheme, of 


* ſtrengthening political perſecution and ſtate 
© inquiſition, by a freſh infuſion of religious 
* fanaticiſm. But we will unite, and we will 
be free. Univerſal n with re- 


| | * preſentative 5 


"1 m1 


* 


- prefenaire damn, is n | 


4 © which guides Our. Society, and.ſhall guide it; 
through all the tumult of factiona, and fluc- 


tuations of parties. It is not upon a. coali- 
tion of Oppoſition with Miniſtry that we de- 
* pend,, but upon a coalition ef - Iriſhmen with 


0 Iriſhmen ; and in that coalition alone- we 


find an object worthy of reform, and, at the 


* ſame time, the ſtrength and ſine w both to at- 


* tain and ſecure it. It is not upon external 


$ circumſtances, upon the pledge | of man or 
* miniſter, we depend, but upon the internal 


< energy of the Iriſh nation We will- aot 
buy or borrow liberty from America or from | 


c -France, but manufacture it for ourſelves, and 


* work it up with thoſe materials which the 
hearts of Iriſhmen furniſh them with at 
home. — We do not worſhip the Britiſh, 
far leſs the Iriſh conſtitution, as ſent down 


c from heaven ; but we conſider it as human 
2 which man has made, and 
man can mend. An unalterable conſtitu- 
© tion, whatever be its nature, muſt be deſpo- 
tiſm. It is not the conſtitution, but the peo- 
| bag which ovght to be inviolable; and it is 


c * 
time 
2 


1 


A. 


oo oo IWF: 


clit che liberties of a people are 
ſecured without paſſing through great dith- 


55 eſtimation of public opinion: honour and : 
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LETT T 


and/regoaats; a be 


od: hs = jw the OG" Iriſh na- 
tion. —Alſo, oi N 


Pan —* You ng our r dess-Aadfher us, 


and that quickly. — This is not a time to pro- 


© eraſtinate. Vour illuſtrious Fletcher has aid, 
not to be 


*/eulties; and no toil or labour ought to bę 
declined to preſerve a nation from ſlavery. 
Ie ſpoke well; and we add, that it is incum- 
bent on every nation who adventures into a 
cwconflict for freedom, to remember, it is on 


the event (however abſurdly) depends the 


Ammoꝛtality, if fortunate; if otherwiſe, in- 


famy and oblivion. Let this check Il 5 
neſs chat ruſhes inadviſedly into the Com- 


mittee, of national character: or, if that le 


0 already made, let the ſame gon facepations el 
us with active, not paſhve: perſeverar 

manly confidence, and calm eee e 
ſtailing. with equal ſcorn at the hluſter of 
5 en arrogance, and the whiſpers of pri- 


vate neee itil we. have wanne the 
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onde victorious and ſecure. its A ti; 
M'Aliſer, 102. Graſton Qreat; Printer. 
WHICH ſeditious paper or writing, contain- 
ing, among others, the above paſſages, the ſaid 
Tomas Muir did, immediately thereafter, 
wickedly and feloniouſly, Propoſe ſhould be 
received, and lie on the table of the ſkid: Meet- 
ing; and did alſo move, that the thanks of the 
Meeting, or ſome acknowledgement, ſhould 
de returned to thoſe from whom. the foreſaid 
paper or atldrefs: came. AND MOREOVER, 
4 -faid Thomas Muir did, then and there, 
wickedhũ and feloniouſly expreſs his approba - 
tion of thę ſentiments contained in the ſaid 
Paper o -Adarchs, or, at leaſt, did declare, that 
& Was altogether harmleſs, or uſed words and 
expreſſ ons of a ſimiliar import, notwithſtand- 
ing that many of thoſe who were preſent: at 
the foreſaid meeting did oppoſe and object to 
the foreſaid paper or addreſs being read, or 
allowed to lie on the table, or in any ſhape 
© acknowledged by the ſame Meeting. AN the I 
ſaid Themas Muir having been brought be- fe 
fore Jahn Pringle, Eſq; our Sheriff-depute . 
of the county of Edinburgh, upon the 2d 5 


* 


>; — — 
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thy of January 179. 3, „ did, in "his preſencs, 2 


#443 +4 


"thereafter, the ſaid Thaikas Muir, conſcious 
of bis guilt in the premiſſes, did, in order to 
evade puniſhment, abſcond and leave the king- 
dom; and having been indicted at the inſtance 
of our Advocate, for our intereſt, to ſtand E 
trial before the High Court of Juſticiary, upon 
to 1 1th day of February laſt, the diet was af- 1 
terwards continued to the 2 5th of that month, 
to give him the better opportunity of appearing, 
if he was ſo diſpoſed; but the faid Thomas 
Muir having notwithſtanding failed to appear 
he was, on the 25th of February laſt, fugitate 
by a ſentence of the ſaid High Court. AND 
the faid Thomas Muir having lately, in a pri- 
vate and clandeſtine manner, come into this 
country by the way of Ireland, he was diſ- 
covered at Portpatrick, a pprehended and com- 
| mitted priſoner to the tolbooth of Stran- 
raer, in the country of Wigton, on the zoth, 
or ſome other day in the month of July 
laſt; and, at ſame time, ſundry papers 
found in his poſſeſſion were, together with 
his pocket- book, ſealed up in the preſence 5 
of William Roſs, Eſq; one of our Juſtices off” 


Peace for the ſhire of Wigton, under the ſeals | 
D 7 of 


„ 


of the cid Te Muir and the town ſeal of 
Stranraer. AND the ſaid Thomas Muir hav- 
ing deen afterwards tranſmitted to Edinburgh, 
by warrant of our High Court of Jufticiary, 
alongſt with the ſaid pocket- book and papers, 
the ſealed parcel containing the fame was open- 
ed in preſence of him, the ſaid Thomas Muir, 
and Harry Davidſon, Eſq. Sheriff. ſubſtitute of 
the county of Edinburgh, upon the roth day 
orf Auguſt cutrent, the ſeals having been pre- 
viouſly inſpected by the ſaid Thomas Muir, 
and declared by him to be entire, and : an in- 
ventory of the contents thereof was made, 
and figned by the faid Thomas Muir and 
Harry Davidſon, and others then pre ſent. 
'AND the above mentioned declaration, emitted 
by the ſaid Thomas Muir before the Sheriff. 
depute of Edinburgh upon the ad of January 
1793, together with a copy of Paine s Works,” 
recommended and circulated as aforeſaid; 
as alſo a copy of the ſaid Declaration 
© of Rights, and an Addreſs to the Peo- 
ple, approved of by a number of the Friends 
of Reform in Paiſley, circulated as aforeſaid ; 
as alſo, a copy of the * Dialogue between the 
Governors and the Governed, circulated as 
aforeſaid ; as alſo a copy of © The Patriot, cir- 
cular 


— 


co) 


. — tern re wer 
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8 culated n aforeſaid; as 5 a copy of the 
7 Addreſs from the Society of United [riſhmen, 


in Dublin, to the Delegates for promoting a 


5 Reform in Scotland, produced, read, and ap- 
es proved of by the ſaid Thomas Muir, in man- 
ner ſoreſaid and atteſted by the ſubſeriptions 
of james Denholm, James Campbell, and o- 


thers ; and alſo a book, entituled, The Book 
© ofthe Records of the Aſſociation of the Friends 


— 5 of the Conſtitution and of the People of Kirk- 


« intilloch, volume iſt, Entered. at Kirkintil- 


* loch, November 1792; and alfo the forelaid 
inventory, made u p before the ſaid Thomas 
| Muir and the 'Sherift-ſubſtitute of Edinburgh, 
upon the ſaid 1oth day of Auguſt current, with 

the whole articles and papers therein contained 
and referred to, will all be uſed in evidence n 


gainſt the ſaid Thomas Muir, and will for that 


purpoſe in due time be lodged with the clerk 
of the High Court of Juſticiary, before whom 
he is to be tried, that he may have an opportu- 


nity of ſeeing the ſame. AT LEAST, times and 


places above mentioned, the ſaid ſeditious 
ſpeeches and harrangues were uttered, the ſaid 

ſeditious books or pamphlets recommended to 
=o purchaſed and on the faid ſeditious 
books 


4 
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. hats or 1 circulated and Aftribured, 
as aforeſaid, and the ſaid - wicked and inflam- 


matory addreſs produced, read, recommend- 


ed, and approved of, in manner above men- 
tioned ; and the ſaid Thomas Muir is guilty 
actor, or art and part, of all and each, or one or 
| Other of the aforeſaid crimes. ALL WHICH _ 
or part thereof, being found proven, by the 
_ verdict of an aſſize, before our Lord Juſtice, 
General, Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lord Com- 
miſſioners of Juſticiary, in a Court of Juſti- 
ciary to be holden by them within the Crimi- 
nal Court-houſe of Edinburgh, the ſaid Tho- 
mas Muir OUGHT to be puniſhed with the 
pains of law, to deter others from commirting , 
the like crimes in all time coming. att 


LIST OF WITNESSES. 


I. John Brown weaver at 121 in on of Cample, 
and county of Stirling. 

2. John Speir weaver at Lennoxtoun aforeſaid. + 

3. William Robertſon exciſe-officer at Lennoxteun aforeſaid, 

4. Francis Clark callico printer at Lennox Mill, pariſh and 
county aforeſaid. _ 

5. Alexander Johnſton bleacher at Kincaid Printfield, in x pa 
riſh of Campſie aforeſaid. 

6. Henry Freeland weaver in Kirkintilloch: 

7. William Muir weaver in Kirkintilloch. 

8. John Scott wright in Kirkintilloch. 

9. Robert Weddel weaver in Kirkintilloch. 

20. James Baird doſier 1 in Kine. 
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12. John Scott weaver in Townhead of Kirkiatill 

13. William Knox weaver there. , h 

14. James Muir ſtudent of divinity reſiding at nnd £3 

15. Anne Fiſher ſervant, or late wr" 9g to Mr * RE: 

lſle collector of the ceſs in Glaſgow. ne 7 

16. Thomas Wilſon barber in Glaſgow. 

17. William Reid bookſeller and ſtationer in Glasgow. 

18. James Braſh bookſeller and ſtationer there. 

19. David Blair manufacturer in Glaſgow. : 

20. John Muir ſenior, late hat-manufaQurer, preſently re- 

ſiding in Glaſgow, 

21. John | Barclay reſiding in the pariſh of Calder, in the 
county of Lanark, and one of the elders of ſaid pariſh. 

22. The Reverend Mr James Lapſlie miniſter of Campſie. 

23. James Campbell writer to the fignet. 32 

24. James Denholm writer in Edinburgh. | 

, 25. Hugh Bell brewer in Edinburgh. * 

26. John Buchanan baker in Canongate of Eainbutgb. 

27. Mr John Morthland advocate. 

28. William Skirving of Strathruddie, reſiding in Edinburgh. 

29. Lieutenant-Colonel William Dalrymple of F ordell. 

30. Mr Robert Forſyth adyqcate. - - 

31. Richard Fowler ſtudent of medicine, refding, or lately; re- 

ſiding in Edinburgh. 

32. John Pringle, £49: ; Sheriif-depute of the county of E. 
dinburgh. . 

33. William Scott i and procurator-fiſcal of | 
the faid county of Edinburgh. | . 

34. Joſeph Mack writer in Edinburgh. 

35. Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, Baronet, Sherill-depute of 

 - the ſhire of Dunbarton. 

36. William, Honyman, Ha: Saint of the ſhire of 1 

nar 

37. Harry Davidſon, Eſq; Sheriff-ſubſtitute of the county: 

of Edinburgh. 

33. George Williamſon meſſenger in Edinburgh. : : 

39. Mr James Carmichael commander of the Juice . | 

in the ſervice of the Board of Cuſtoms. 5 
45. William Roſe, Eſq; one of the e of Peace for te 


— of Wigton. 5 
To 


11. The Rev. Mr William Dunn Wie of Kirki „ 


'4 30 A 


Io this indictment, Mr Muir b not 


guilty ; the Lord Juſtice Clerk then aſked Mr 
Muir who was his counſel? and if he, or they 
had any objection, why the ſaid indictment 
ſhould not be remitted to the n of an 
aſſize? To which Mr Muir anſwered. My 
* Lord, I am my own counſel; nor ſhall I 

© now trouble the Court with any obſervations 
* whatever, but reſerve myſelf entirely tall 1 


come to addreſs the jury, whom in this coun- 


try I hold to be judges both of he law and 
© the fact. 

The Lord Juſtice Clerk then 4 
what exculpatory proof Mr Muir propoſed to 
fer up, as it muſt now be ſtated, otherwiſe it 

could not be allowed. 

Mr Muir obſerved, that he had ſhortly given 
in writing the exculpatory proof he intended 
to offer ; that he had been accuſed of ſeditious 
2! harangues, and of circulating i improper books, 
and that he intended to prove the reverſe. 
The Court then deſired to know, as it might 

ſave trouble, whether he admitted, that he had 
recommended the particular books libelled; to 
which he anſwered in the negative; but that he 
had adviſed * books in all fides of che 


queſtion, 


The 


— A io ov md* 


3 


* 
1 


Us * red * A. 
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* 


„ Ft - 


1% „ 
The Lord r Clerk then aſked the judges 
ſeverally their oz opinions on the relevancy of the 
libel before them; when Lord Henderland | 
ſpoke as follows : [RES 
My Lord Juſtice Clerk, The crime With 
which the indictment charges the pannel at the 
bar i is chat of exciting diſcontent amongſt the 
people; of endeavouring to create a rebellion ; 
of feloniouſly diſſeminating wicked and ſediti- 
ous publications, and adviſing their peruſal. | 
1, charges him likewiſe with .recommending, 
printing, and approving declarations. calculat- 
ed to produce riot and confuſion; and particular- 
1y with attacking Kingly Government, a pillaron | 
which the conſtitution hunges ; ; and which, if , 
undermined or pulled down, muſt give. riſe to 
the moſt ſerious conſequences. Had he obſcry- 55 
ed the hiſtory of this country, he would have 
ſeen the pernicious conſequences of the crimes 
laid to his charge; or had he obſerved the ſi- 
115 tuation of a neighbouring country, he would 
nt have ſeen that ſimilar crimes had like an earth- 
d quake ſwallowed up her beſt citizens, and en- 
to dangered the lives and properties of all. Sorry 
1 ſhall I be, if « of ſach a crime any man be found 
ie guilty. I haps the papal at t the bar may be 
i | . 


— 
* 
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Ga in the preſent ſtage of the caſe, | 
7 only to fay,. chat the crime cha 6 | 
known in the la w of 


* 


3 eiten, and was well 


1 'Sco thand, in which it was allotted a. 
that ir conbited in ech 


— 


7 


Tn” be diſcontented, and in 
.  verturn our a 
Tu world; and had therefore no doubt: of 
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(a) 
Of theſe, the Lord Juſtice Cletk called upon 
Sir James Fowlis of Collington, Bart. c 


Capt. John Inglis of Auchidinn,).. 
Capt. Inglis on anſwering to his name, told 


the Court, that he had ſome ſerup! 
propriety of his ſerving on the preſent 
account of his being a ſervant of government; ; 
and as the crime laid to the tharge of the'pan- 
nel was an offence particularly againſt . govern- 
ment, he doubted whether fach a circumſtance 
_ . would be doing Mr Muir cemplete juſtice. 
Lord Juſtice C lerk—Capt. inglis, there can 
be no doubt of your acquitting yourſelf Hiely 
and honeſtly on che preſent trial. 
Capt. Inglis —Certainly, not, My era, 
only mention it on Mr Muir's account. 
The Lord Juſtice dae 1 proceed to 
name 
John Wauchope of "2 Ig 
ai John Balfour younger of Pilrig..  - 
Andrew Wauchope of Niddry 'Mariſhal. j 
Andhaving aſked Mr Muir, if he had any ob- fl : 
| jecton, why theſe five gentlemen thould not paſs d 
upon this aſſize? Mr Muir ſaid; My Lard, Tcan e 
have no perſonal objection to any of the gen- | 
+demen named, but muſt obſerve, that the te 
minds 


ws 
3 
- 

0 


„ 


to-day to deſcend into the quibbles of a lawyer. 


a 


— e ee nach ieee in the eval 


of laſt winter by the great queſtion of reform. 


Good men thought differently, it is true; but 


if any man has openly declared his ſentiments 
to be inimical to thoſe of a different way of 
thinking, they are not proper perſons to fit as 


Jurymen, where ſuch a queſtion is agitated, 
An aſſociation was formed at Goldſmiths Hall, 


I hope with as pure intentions as influenced me; 
but they publiſhed reſolutions againſt: Paine's 
works; and I alk if that is nat a prejudication 


of my cauſe? I muſt mention another fact; 
The Friends of the People were accuſed of ſedi- 


tion, to obviate which calumny we deputed a 


number of our body, of which I was one, to 


put down our names to their conſtitutional de- 
claration, which ſignatures they expunged.— 
This is a proſcription of me, and of courſe no 
man of that ſociety can be a judge in my cauſe. 
. Solicitor General. To what amounts this ob 


jection: A gentleman is accuſed of ſedition, 
and Goldſmith's Hall aſſociation have ſaid, they 


deteſted * a — which N man in me 5 


M- Muir —This ae me Ps 11 am won 


I 
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F wiſh to /confider the matter ſeriouſly, and I 
alk; if theſe gentlemen in point of ne 4 


juſtice can be admitted? 


Lend Fuftice Clerk—This objection muſt be 


repelled ; for it would go ſo far as to exclude 
every man who has taken the oaths to Govern- 
Ihe five gentlemen named were then ſworn 
upon the jury, and the Lord Jails On _ 
ceeded to name | 

John Trotter of Mortonhall. 
Gilbert Innes of Stow,” 
James Rocheid of Inverleith. 

ohn Alves of Dalkeith, portioner. 


William Dalrymple, merchant, Edinburgh. 
To theſe Mr Muir repeated the objection; 


obſerving, that a book had been opened, to 
which every man, every porter or carter was 
admitted that choſe to come; but that his name 


was marked with peculiar reprobation: How - 
then could any man fit on his trial who had al- 


pen declared him an enemy? 


The objection was again repelled; 5 oy the 


Lord — Clerk com r. the * by 
James Dickſon, pookſeller Edinburgh. 


*. | George 


1 


0 ue 


(37 /): » 


George Kinnear, banker there. 
Andrew Forbes, merchant there. 
” Jun Horner, merchant there. 
Donald Smith, banker there- . 

10 theſe Mr Muir repeated his objetion | 
which conſequently met with the ſame fate. 

The Jury being impannelled, the gag 
for the Crown proceeded to the evidence. 


Ihe firſt witneſs called, was ALEXANDER 


Jonxs rox, bleacher at Kincaid printfield in 
the ranch of er To whom Mr Muir ob- | 
jected.” i 4424 r 
The with6ſs being n Mr Mair 
faid; he could proye that the. witneſs had ſaid 
he would do every r in his a to Mt 
him. 5 
Lord Juſtice Clerk. * you not dne 
on the cauſe of his ſaying ſo? If not, it ia 
ſufficient that he be purged and ſworn; for it 
would be too much to exclude every witneſs 
on a ſimilar objection, as they might thus eaſi- 
ly diſqualify themſelves, and defeat the ends 
of juſtice. His Lordſhip then deſired the 
witneſs to be called. The witneſs being called, 
ſworn, and interrogated in the uſual manner; 


If _ one had inſtructed him what to ſay, or 
att | n 


intilloch in the month of November laft ; that 


_ witneſs. that he was to tell the whole truth; 


ly in boroughs, ſome of which he called rotten 
boroughs ; that he mentioned the ſmall propor- 


viduals had a right to ſend members to Parlia- 


(Is) 
promi ſed him any reward, or if he had any 
ill-will againſt; the priſoner ? He anſwered in 


the negative; and proceeded to give his evi- 
dence——That he remembers being at (Kirk- 


there was a meeting afterwards known. * _ 
name of a Reform Meeting. 
The Lord Juſtice Clerk I ak hs 


that though ſuch a meeting might be illegal, 
nothing could be laid to his charge, now he 
was a witnefs ; and the only harm he could do 
himſelf was by perjury, Mr Muir having 
here obſerved that his Lordſhip infinuated that 
theſe meetings were illegal, was deſired . 
his Lordſhip to fit down, 

The witneſs proceeded. —That Mr Mair v was 
there and harangued the meeting; and, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the preſident Henry Free- 
land, ſaid that he was happy there was fo nu- 
merous a meeting: That he then ſtated the 
diſadvantages of the repreſentation, particular- 


nas e ry 


is. 


2 Ea. 4 


tion of voters in the country; that ſome indi- 


a 10 
7 


ment ; 


% 


6 39 1 | 


i leane A they woutd: _ L FE 
for ſuch a right they muſt neceſſarily have 


come intereſt in doing ſo; that the Dube ot 


— 


Nichmond had once ſpoken of univerſal repte- 


ſentarion, but chat L. 10, o put into his pock- 


et fllented him : That he then drew a compa- = 


riſon between the French and Enghſh conſtitu- 


tions; chat the French arms were then ſucceſs 
ful j chat they were more equally repreſented:; 
that their taxes were much {eſs ; chat to- 


thirds of their debt was already paid; that our 


weevers' could not bring their goods ſo cheap 


to market as a Frenchman ; and thatwe would 


conſequently loſe our trade: That he propoſetl 


regularity in their proceedings, and chat they 


ſhould be acquainted wich the principles f | 
members introduced: That he ſaid the ſole in- 


tention of ſuch meetings was to procure a more 


'Parliaments'; and that this was to be done twp 


| therefore they ſhould pet all political. pamphlets 
from a neighbouring boakſeller ; that he ſaid 
it would be legal to have a King, Lords, and 


equal repreſeneation, and a ſhorter duration of 


ways -by petitioning Parliament, and by the 
circulation of ſentiments and opinions and! 


Commons; ſaid nothing of the expence of a 


kingly 


640) 


kingly government; that one man, when the 
meaning of the ſociety. was aſked, ſaid; I want 
no explanation, I have read Paine's Rights of 
Man; that this was ſaid to his neighbour, but 
loud enough to be heard; ; chat the meeting was 
chiefly compoſed. of young men from 38 to 20 
years of age; that he heard of no meeting prior 
to that that Muir did not come in until the 
meeting was conſtituted; that the preſident 
mentioned that Muir was to be there that 
night; that Mr Muir ſeemed to be the princi- 
pal man amongſt them; that he recommended 
more meetings, and to be held timeouſly, in 
order to be ready for Parliament; that other 
meetings were recommended and held, but 
that Muir did not ng. to attend them, as 
1 he kndwe. * „Derne ce 
Being croſs examined bop Mr Muir, ſaid Ss 
-Mr-Mair always recommended peace and re- 
gularity, and that any act of irregularity. would 
ruin the common cauſe : That he ſaid there 
was no mode of procuring reform, but by ap- 
plication to Parliament; and that they ſhould 
beware of ae members of an n. 
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: und Secretary of the meeting; that they had 
no religious converſation ;—retmembers Flower 
on the French Conftitution being e 


% 


e ' Second Eline. cd noe bog 
. +0 Nenn 1. —_ weaver in Kirkintilloch; 93 
depotied, That there was a meeting i Kirkin- 


killoch, about the beginning of laſt November, 
of the Friends of the People for Parliamentary 
Reform: That it was conſtituted, he Werd 
the 1ſt of November; and he was Vice- 


dent: That Mr Muir was at one meeting, and 
made a ſpeech; but recollects none of the par- 
ticulars, excepting that he recommended a more 


equal repreſentation, and a government in a 
conſtitutional manner as now eſtabliſhed by 
King, Lords, and Commons. Does not recolle& 
of Mr Muir ſaying any thing of the burden 


ol taxes, norfof the French king or their arms: 
That he ſaw Mr Muir after the meeting, and 
had general converſation about the coẽ.ty 


and about books; that it was in Wilkam W al- 


lace's, baker in Kirkintilloch; that chere were 


about eight perſons preſent, 25 was not a 
fourth part of the number preſent at the pub- 


he meeting: that Henry Freeland and James 


Baird were there; that they were the Preſident 


:R | ndnd 


( 42 ) a 


and remembers this becauſe he had never 1 
of the bock before; that they were talking of , 
new publications, and thinks Mr Muir mention- 
ed it, but is not poſitive: That, in the publio 
meeting, he recollects one Boyd aſking Mr. 
Muir about Paine's book, who anſwered.it was 
a book altogether foreign from their purpoſe. 
The Lord Advocate having here aſked, What 
Was ſaid as to Flower on the French conſtitu- 
tion? Mr Muir objected to the enen ond. 
the witneſs was removed. 
Me Muir ſaid his objection confiſted i = _ 
that Flower was a book not mentioned in the in- 
dictment, and that it was the ſame thing, as * 
had he been accuſed of theft, the Lord Advocate 
had begun an examination as to the crime of 
murder, a thing he had no right to do. 
| The Lord Advocate replied, that in the in- 
g dictment there was the minor and major propoſi- 
tion; that though he had branched out the latter 
to a conſiderable length, all in favour of the pri- 
| ſoner, he, was, by no means therefore excluded 
from ſupporting by other general evidence, the 
general charge of {edition contained A. the mi- 
nor propoſition. 3 . 
Mr Muir ſaid, chat ad! ba been accuſed * mur- 
TL dering 


1 0 


Gl Ihn, the Lord cen Wo Ae 
been permitted to o examinÞrelati ng to the murder - 
6 William; and for the fame reaſon, as he was 


accuſed of circulating Paine and others, he had + 


no buſineſs to inquire about Flower, a book 
never taken notice of in the indictment. 
The Court were going to give their opinion, 
when the Lord Advocate ſaid, he would not 
give them any more trouble, as it was a circum- 
ſtance of no importance. 
Meddel was called in again, and aa 
in his evidence——That he remembers Mr 
Muir recommended Henry's Hiſtory of Great 
Britain, and books in general; that he (the 
witneſs) bought three or four copies of the Po- 
litical Progreſs, and the Paiſley Declaration; 
chat he ſold three of them, and kept one for 
himſelf; that he remembers laying them on the | 
table of the meeting, to amuſe the members as. 
they were gathering. together, but he did not 
buy them for behoof of the meeting: Thar he 
has ſeen the Addreſs to the Addreſſers, and one 
number of the Patriot bean to William 


Muir. 
Being croſs ind * Mr Muir, 1 | 


he is ſure Mr Muir recommended Henry's hiſ- 


tory; that he adviſed regularity, and 1 the 
more 


4* 


© more Por Re ry they as they would be 
the more ſucceſsful. "» 


Parliament for a more equal repreſentatian. 


And being aſked again, what he meant by a 


more equal repreſentation, which, as vice-preſi- 
dent of the ſociety, he would certainly be very 
able to explain, he ſeemed to be at a confidera- 
ble loſs what to anſwer, which excited a ſmile 
in the audience. On recolleQing himſelf, how- 
ever, he ſaid, there were different opinions on 


that ſubject; that ſome were for confining it to 
the landed property, and ſome were for every 


man having a vote ; that Nur! 9 uir did not wth 
| his opinion. . 


Being . again, ſaid, chat: Mr 


Muir mentioned that tumult and ſedition would 
ruin the cauſe; that he adviſed them to beware 
of immoral characters, and excepting Henry, 
recommended no. one book more than ano- 
ther as far as he remembered. | 
Third V. zug. 

The Rev. Mr James LArsTIE, miniſter of 

Campfie.— To this witneſs Mr Muir objected; 


and on Mr Lapflie retiring, he repreſented to 
. | ha 


Being aſked by the Solicitar G neden Lewy . 
ſucceſsful in what ? he replied, in petitioning 


bd 


* the Cour that he intended. coho - HER 
+ [proſecution againſt that gentleman; in the 
mean time, that he was ready to prove that he 
had been- preſent at the precognition of wit- 
neſſes to be adduced againſt him in this pro- 
ſecution, and had himſelf aſked queſtions and 
, taken notes 3 that he bad hunted up and down 
| the country in ſearch of witrieſles, and had 
. I bimGlf, without being called upon, come to 
) Glaſgaw, and inſiſted on hie declaration being 
. taken. 
1 The Lord ORR fab, Mr Muir 8 objec- 5 
don was twofold ;—that he accuſed Mr Lapſlie 
7 If of being preſent at precognitions taken before 
D the Sheriff; and alſo of being an agent in the 
cauſe: that the former contained a queſtion of 
r importance, which he would not then agitate, 
1 except it were neceſſary; and requeſted that 
0 Mr Muir might firſt have his proof confined 
k to the eſtabliſhing the agency of the witneſs. 
5 The Lord Juſtice Clerk acceding to this, Mr 
| Muir called Henry Freeland, weaver in Kirkin- : 
i tilloch ; who ſaid that he ſaw Mr Honyman, 
f | the Sheriff of Lanarkſhire. in company with Mr 
Lapſlie and another gentleman, whom he un- 
am to be a writer from Glaſgow: That 
Mr 


. 
Mr Lapſlie put queſtions to him, aſking kim 
if he had got a college education, and if Mr 
Muir had been in the Kirkintilloch ſociety! 
That on ſigning his name to his declaration, Mr 
Lapſlie ſaid that he wrote an excellent hand of 
writing, and immediately afterwards, that he 
was a clever fellow, that it was a pity he was 
a weaver, and that Mr Honyman could give 
him a birth; that on the witneſs telling Mr 
Lapſlie, that that was flattery, Mr Lapſlie 
replied, By no means, and that ren Mr 

Honyman would call on him. 
Robert Heury weaver at Kincaid printfield 
depoſed, that he was examined by Mr Hony- 
man; that Mr Lapſlie was preſent, but aſked 


137 


no queſtions. 
The Lord Juſtice Clerk here e Mr 


Muir, that he ſhould confine himſelf to the 
queſtion of agency, to which Mr Muir re- 
plied, that he conceived that if he could bring 
forward a ſtring of witneſſes, at the taking of 
all of whoſe precognitions Mr Lapſlie was pre- 
ſent and more or leſs active; that that tend- 
ed in the moſt effectual manner to eſtabliſh the 
point of agency. He then called Robert Mac- 


tinloy, who ſaid that he was examined at Camp- 
ſie 


FEY 


he 1 Mr. Honyman; my Lapſlie was Seat | 
ſent, and told him to ſay every thing he knew 

like an honeſt man; that Mr Lapſhe — 

very keen, and told the eke ee it 5 „ 
tereſt him; but Mr Muir. = 4 
Mr Muir was calling . JO Ws | 
the Lord Advocate ſaid; he would give up 

ir Lapſſie as a witneſs, on which Mr Muir ſaid | 


vas 


ive | 
Mr Was ſorry” for 1 It, a8 he intended to have in- . 


flie _— a cloud of witneſſes to bear teſtimony * 
Ir 82 * — of chat reverend mene < 
[aa Fourth Wieneſs.'. 17 5 

Hum _ baun ND, weaver in Kirkintiloch 8 5 
r begged the Jury to recollect the con- 
erſation between him, Honyman, and Lapſlie. 

The witneſs examined, remember a Society 
ormed in Kirkintilloch; that in a meeting on 
he chird of November laſt, he was preſident; that 
r Muir was there, and made a ſpeech of about 
quarter of an hour long, recommen ding: 
ore general repreſentation, the natural conſe- 
uence of which would be co leſſen the taxes; 
at Mr Muir ſaid there ſhould be King, Lords, 


1d- 
che Ind Commons, that the King ſhould, be ſup- 
ac orted in dignity. and honour ; ſo of the Lords; 


t t that the Commons were the object of re- 
5 n : 0 | or form; : 


| ee. 45 9 
| Win chat he mentioned Frauce as bein 
ſucceſsful, and that their liberty ſeemed to. be 
eſtabliſhed ; that he recommended Henry's His 
tory of Great Britain, and political books it 
general; that he remembers Boyd mentior 
ing Paine s works, and Mr Muir ſaying it w: 
| foreign to the purpoſe; chat he remembers aſk 
ing Mr Muir's opinion of Paine's 2vorks/at Wi 
liam Wallace's; that Mr Muir had a copy in th 
pocket of his great coat, which whs hangin 
over à chair, which” Mr Muir told him b 

might take, and which he accordingly did; tha 
Mr Muir ſent for him to come to Wallace's, an 
that they had ſome converſation about the ſ 

ciety intended to be erected there, and tht”! 
took Paine home with him and read it; th 


8 1 
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he lent it to one Scot a neighbour, and St pi 

a cooper; that Mr Muir after giving it to hi, 
ſaid it had a tendency to miſlead the people i W 
procuring a reform; chat he was . th 
Mr Muir did not recommend Paine; that ti H 
King's proclamation: happening to be mention me 
they ſuppoſed it to be intended againſt d Wa 
works of Paint; that he knows of the Pai the 
Declaration; that he remembers writing to M rec 
Muit at Edinburgh; that che books in'cira ſen 


lati 


Aae; een 10 1 che leſt | 
mentioned letter, in which. he took 56 notice af 
books, but mentioned the importance of ſends 
delegates, to the Convention for Reform to be 
held at ESnbiurgh johar he wrote anather time 
to My Muir about à new ſpaper being ſtopt at 
che Polt-office, ta which Mr Muir returned an 
anſwer again, recommending the ſending of 
delegates, taking no notice of bogks, and that 
he would fpeak about che newſpaper at meet- 
ing. Depones further, that he never bought. 
a copy of the Pazſley Declaration; that the 
leaves; were nat cut apen of the copy of Paine 
he got from Muir, that he mentioned the book 
firſt to Mr Muir; and that oy Muir! 1 was 
preſent. 2/4 18609 udr $5 innit ©: : 
Being e ee! by Mr Main; aid chat 
Wallace is an old ſervant of Mr Muir's father; 
that Kirkintilloch is about four miles from | 
Hunterſhil—That. Mr Muir: never recom- 
mended particular political books; that he als 
ways adviſed them to be conſtitutional, and 
that mobs would ruin the cauſe, that he 
recommended general ſubſcription. papers to be 
etitions to mmm his reaſon 
1 N for 
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| his curioſity to fee the book, and that this eu- 


| mation. 


8 deſired to hold up his hand, he objected 
ſaid, eee ee ane, 


yet of all other deſcription of perſons an oath 


—_— where elfe. 


— by the proſecution, and as his being 
heard on oath might be conſidered a privilege 


202 | 9 allow 


( } 
* 5 * , * 
* " 


* 


for aſking Paine Works from Mr Muir, was 


e been n n n WN 


9, i 1 ” ing | 
ee Mons weaver in Kirkintilloch, 


ry 1 eto 8 n, 


to take an oath as contrary to his principle; 
but that he would neverthelefs. tell the whole 
truth.— Being aſked what his principle was, he 


. ven od 3 
Ihe Lord Juſtice Clerk ira, ks tho! 
| thers vras an exception in favour. of Quakers, 


was the only foundation of evidence before a 
Jury; and that he muſt either give his oath, 
or go to priſon, where he might lie for life, as 
he knew no poſſible mode by which he could 
be liberated. On which the witneſs ſaid, Well 
I cannot help is the Lord 18 chere as e 


/ ˙ w ˙— 0d e 7 7 . . EE 


4211 


Mr Mair faid; n eee my 


E 


* his favour, he was nm and 


L 54) 


allow ample credits be given zo bis mere ali 
mation. 
The Gn "foal AD ao a ne- 
gative on that, both from the principle of its 
being impoſſible to aſcertain what a witneſs may 
ſay, and from its being inconſiſtent with _ 
ral expediency. 7 
The Court then aſked the DE if "us be- 
| lieved the ſcriptures ; to which be anſwered in 
the affirmative, Upon which they reafoned a 
little with him on the abſurdity of his Princi- 
ples; but on his continuing to adhere to them, 
the Lord Advocate ſolemnly addreſſed the 
Court, and ſaid, That he never witneſſed a fi- 
milar cireumſtance in that high Court, nor a 
circumſtance of ſuch i importance to the crimi- 
nal law of the country; but he begged the per- 
ſon before him to recollect the ſacred nature of 
doing juſtice between man and man, in a. court 
of law; and that if he perſiſted in his obſtina- 
cy, he muſt inevitably be ſeat to goal, where 
his impriſonment muſt be for life. 
Not to interrupt the train of evidence, we 
may here obſerve, that ſoon after, a note was 
preſented. to the Lord Advocate, intimating, 


that. in young man was a nn of Mr 
Dur 


Dun che-tlenyman, Aid chat with che permiſ= 


= 
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ſion of the Court, Mr Dun would be exceedings 


I happy, if by converſing with ons: = . 
. him to a ſenſe of his duty. 318 
+ Mr Muir objected to two of the e 10 


the proſecution, being allowed to converſe. to- 


gether; upon which the Lord Advocate im- 
mediately ſaid, he would paſe from Mr Dun as 


a witneſs ; and the Court propeſed that an 9805 


_ of Mr Muir, or a macer of Court, hould-be 


preſent at the converfation.—Mr Dun 


called, confirmed the propoſition that had been 


made; and accordingly, in company with 4 
macer, and the young man, retired to the ro- 
bing room; where, as we ſhall afterwards find, 


| he ſucceeded in his endeavour to ſave the infa- 
_ ruated yours man from rey Robins 


_ 
RD 42 fl - Seb W inet. | Po 
en Shi weaver at Lehen 1 in the 


pariſh of Campfie and county of Stirling, de- 
pones, That he was preſent at a meeting at Mil- 


toun in Campſie, where ſeveral perſons ſpoke. 


Mr Muir was among the teſt; that he was af- 


terwards at a mecting at Kirkintilleeh; chat he 


never heard of Mr Muir being che caller of the 


| meeting 
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mieſſages from Mr Muir; that one meſſage was. 


C 


Works of lis 6wn accord, merely in  confe2 
quente of ſeeing the title the © Rights of Man:“ 
That Mr Muir in his ſpeeches recommended 
ſobriety and good morals, and being conſtitu- 
tional; that he remembers ſomebody enquiring 
about Mr Paine: Yorks; Mr Muir ſaid ie 
would hardly do; Which they ſuppoſed to 
mean, that it was not quite conſtitutional 
chat he mn e 8 * the” nn Pro: 


wo 


l 


20050: bos dieb — if iy 


10 Ani NE Wos xx, ſervant, or late ſer vant to Me 
John Carliſle, collector of the ceſs in Glaſgow, 
depones; That the was ſervant to Mr Muir's 


father, that Mr Muir was much engaged in 


reading and writing during the montlis of laſt 
Autumn vacation; that ſhe knows John Men- 
nings a Printer, to whom ſhe has gone with 


to curry the Declaration of Rights, which he 
had hot printed as Mr Muir wanted it, and 


therefore Mir Muir wiſhed to have it reprinted, 


with his eorrections; that a good many coun- 
try people uſed to come to Mr Muir's father's 
mien and converſations were held about Paine 
| | Ku- 


fm) 


Nie hir of Man; that fhe rememberb Mr Muir 
ſaying, it was a very good book; that ſhe has 
been ſent out to buy it frequently at Braſh and 
Reids, ſometimes by the people, and ſometimes 
by Mr Muir ; that ſhe has bought the different 
parts at different times; that ſhe generally gave 
them to the people, and ſometimes laid them 
on the table; that ſhe remembers getting two 
copies of che Civic Sermon for: Alexander 

| Muir'; that ſhe at different times has bought a 
copy of Paine for John Muir, who was much 

_ preſſed by Mr Muir to take it, and one for 
Barclay of Calder; that Thomas Wilſon: is Mr 
Muir's hairdreſſer, and Mr Muir adviſed him 
to buy a copy of Paine : Rigbes, to keep in his 

| ſhop, to enlighten che minds of his cuſtomers, 
and that it confuted Burke entirely ; that ſhe 
has read Paine herſelf, both firſt and ſecond 
ne becauſe ſhe wiſhed to know what was in 
that it belonged to a neighbour: ſervant ;. 
— ſhe has ſeen ſome of the pamphlets of Paine, 
and alſo his whole works; that ſhe has ſeen the 
Paiſley Declaration of Rights, in different parts 
of the houſe; that ſhe has heard Mr Muir read 
the dialogue between the Governors and the 


een in the back hop, in preſence of his 
| mother, 


SO BS 28 BN 


Ca 


* ſiſter; and others, that he ſaid 1 


written by one of che firſt wits of France, call. 


ed Voiney, and chat it was: very clever chat 
the does not remember ſeeing the Patriot h 
ſhe has heard hr Muir read part of tie Phe 


ple were preſent; that ſhe never heard him 


read law ; that ſhe was frequently ſent up to 


Mr Muir's room to get books; that Mr Muir 


meinbers him. reading ſome French law books; 


that Mr Muir ſaid there would be more mens 


bers 'of Parliament, and that he would be mem- 
ber for Calder; that they would receive thirty 


honeſt men to keep the conſtitution clean from 


ſellers for the King to govern the realm with 


juſtice; that France would be the moſt flour 
iſhing nation in the world; that they had abo- 

liſhed tyranny and eſtabliſned a free conſtitu- 
tion; that our conſtitution was originally good, | 

but there were many abuſes. in it. Remembers 
Mr Muir ſpeaking of the courts in this coun- 
try, and ſaying, a reform was neceſſary in the 
Courts of gedbon and Juſticiary, and there wa 


or forty ſhillings a day, and would be god 


16 


2 e in e 
imo Glaſgow, andi that the Court got their mo- 
ney for nothing, but paſſing ſentence on poor 
ereatures ; chat after a trial in Glaſgow, where 
Mr Muir was advocate for two ſoldiera, he ſaid 
he had told the Court and the iti * 
might expect. # wm ad! 21 dr 9467 
o: Mr Muir here objected to arcs ob 
ſervations on his ſlandering the Court, being 
admitted as evidence, on the ſame. grounds: ag 
before —— not to be en 
the indictment. | bis tio 0 tif: 6! 


Lord Ane, The le Prey this 


Flas the pannel done any thing feloniouſſy 
| or ſeditiouſſy againſt the King or conſtitntional 
government of the country? and to eſtabliſn 
chis, I may draw my evidence from every 
quarter; and from every ſubject, not merely 
from people in the ſtreets, but from his domeſ- 
tics ; nor am I obliged in the indictment to go 
— RAR ARR of facts. ors ore al 


eee ee N | "NAA 226/97 9401346 165: 


| As — to ſtate a broad fact, 
Which is; that all criminal indictments ſhould 


eb and che n conde- 
« doom. | 1 ſcended 


34875 
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ing John, I may not . — BOP pas 


The Cort were of opinion, diet Shs 1980 


terms of the indictment were ſufficient | to 


ing James; ; ſo for the ſame reaſon ifIam accus _ 
fed 8 che facts FRAN ee 2 


warrant the queſtions relating to the Courts 


which were a part of the Conſtitution of the 
country; chat the ſtarute, 6th Jac. I. allowed 


other facts to be adduced to eſtabliſh the gene- 
ral crime charged, 10 therefore be region the 


uin | 


The wittieſs being again called See 
her evidence: That ſhe has heard Mr Muir ſay; 


that monarchy might do under proper reſtric- 


tions, but that a republican form of govern- 
ment was the beſt;' that ſhe has been deſired 


by Mr Muir, to go to the hand orgainſt while 


paſſing in the ſtreet, to make him play the 
French tune, Ca ira. Mr Muir being aſked, 
If he had any queſtions to put, ſaid, that he diſ- 
dained to put a queſtion to a witneſs of ſuch # 


deſcription.” This was reprimanded by the 


Court; and the witneſs turning round to Mr 5 


Muir YE Does * mean to attack LAM 
H 


/ 


4 58 . 


Wh May, be ane er to aſk. ur Myir a 
The Court: could — fs no n 4 
tion; and ſhe was about to withdraw, when a 

| Juryman defired to know, if ſhe had been turn. 
ed off from Mr Muir's, or if ſhe had quarrelled 
with any of the family,—To which ſhe readily 
. Quite the contrary; for on leaving 
my place, got five fullings more than my 
* wages, and two petticoats and two dender; 

© chiefs from Mr Muir's fiſter.“ 0 

5 Eighth Witneſs. RS 
. Tuomas W1L80N Hair Dreſſer in Glaſgow, 
aid, that he was in the habit of dreſſing Mr 
Muir; that Mr Muir recommended Paine £ 
Rights of. Man to him, and ſaid that he ſhould 
buy it, not however, inſiſting on it; and that 
there was a good deal of truth in it; chat he 
might keep a copy of it in his ſhop, it being a 
good place for people to read; chat he did not 
buy it, but bought a copy of the Addreſs 1 to the 
| Adareſers, which, however, he only kept, for 
@ day or two, as it began to be run down at that 

time: That he remembers an old man coming 
in one day, when he was dreſſing Mr Muir, and 
V Muir ſaid raunting]y, he was an old reform- 
Er. 
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Being croſs examined, he aid; chat Me 
— recommended good order and morality, 


and to maintain the Conſtitution; that he has 
been in Mr Muir's library at Hunterſhill, 
vhere there i is a numerous collection of books, 5 

chat! it is nat locked ; but open to all n houſe: 


N inth Witneſs. 


J oh Murk, ſenior, late hat manufacturer, 5 


preſently reſiding in Glaſgow, depones, That he 


has been in Mr Muir s father 8 houſe ; ; that he 


remembers having ſome converſation about 


Paine s book, when the ſervant was ſent to buy 


a copy of it, which ſhe did, and ſaid that ſhe 


had bought 1 it at Braſh and Reid's; that he paid | 
the Price for it himſelf and read 'it; that he 
would not have 4 it, if he had got : W 


loan of i it. 


Being croſs examined, aid that he never r 
heard Mr Muir ſpeak of the Conſtitution; 8 
nnr e 

Joux BarcLay, reſiding in the pariſh of 
Calder, and county of Lanark, and one of the 


elders of that pariſh, on taking the oath, he 


qualified it by ſaying, he would tell the truth as 
far as he could recollect: Depones, That he is 


e with Mr Muir ; that * was delir- 
ed 


ed by bim to * Paine if he choſe, | but Mr 
Muir. at the ſame time diſcommended it, ſays 


| always recommended the conſtitution, and ſaid 


2 fine man; and that he recommended appli- 


preſent in the Convention of Delegates of the Af. 


that he would take the reſponſibility upon him- 


/ 


* 


49 


ing, It was not for us; chat he bought i it for 
himſelf. ; 
Being ned, 15 ſaid, that Mr Muir 


it was an excellent one, and that the King way 


cation to Parliament as the only reſpectful and 


proper mode of obtaining reform. 
| Eleventh Witneſs. 
Jan MES CAMPBELL, writer to Signet,—Was 


ſociated Friends of the People, when the Iriſh Ad- 
dreſs was read; that he was going from the Parli- 
ament houſe, and called there in paſling; that Mr 
Muir read it; that Colonel Dalrymple and others : 


were againſt | receiving it, and ſome ſpeeches 


were made to that purpoſe ;. that Mr Muir 
ſaid he ſaw no impropriety in receiving it, and 


ſelf; that he propoſed it ſhould be anſwered. 
The witneſs underſtood the paper was addreſſed 
to the ſecretary, but that Muir read it, and 
did not fay where. he got it. Mr Muir de- 


4» , Y jad A 


4 4 „ 


preſent, 


#3 


preſent, a8 8 | 
pation. . | 


Twelfth Wine 


: \ Janes DENHoLM, writer in Edinburgh,— | 
ſays, That: he is acquainted with Mr Muir, 
and was preſent at the Conventian when he 
read the Iriſh Addreſs; that objections were 
made to it, when Mr Muir faid tltat he thought 
there was no harm in it; that Mr Bell and ſome 
Fhers proteſted ; that he ſaw it lying on the. 
table; that Mr Muir ſaid that ſome ſort of an- 
ſwer ſhould be ſent ; that ſome agreed to this 


propotal, and ſome not; and thinks it was 
carried, that no anſwer ſhould be ſent. 

Being croſs-examined, he ſaid, That he was 
preſent at all the meetings of the Convention, 
and never heard Mr Muir ſay any ng that 


| he conceived to be unconſtitutional. 


Being aſked by the Counſel for 118 Coon 
What was the object of their meeting, and if 
it was not a change in the Government? ſaid | 
That he always underſtood an alteration was 
intended by what was going on. | 

- Thirteenth Witneſs. 


nals Fors8yTH, Advocate, Was preſent 


* 4 e of the Comvention;y ; that Muir 


was | 


dro duc him ane 


( 62 ) 
was preſent, and read a Selfitea 7 paper addfel: 
fed to him; that objections were made to it; 


that he objected to it, becauſe it came from 
© $6opte at a diſtance ; that it was inexpedient 


to anſwer it; that he thought ſome of the ex- 


Preſſions were too ſtrong, but not ſeditious; 


that Mr Muir defended it, and l it 
ſhould lie on the table. 

Being croſs- examined, ſaid, That the Con- 
vention came to a reſolution to adhere to the 
general principles of the conſtitution ; that he 
never heard Mr Muir adviſe ſedition or tu- 


mult, but on the contrary to ſupport the con- 


ſtitution ; that he did not hear him ſay that 
the Iriſh Addreſs was conſtitutional. 

William Muir (of whom mention 1s made, 
page Fo) was again introduced, and his ſcruples 
having been removed, took the oath, and depon- 
cd, that he has frequently talked with Mr Muir: 
that he was preſent at Wallace's at Kirkintilloch 


— 


with him and Freeland; that Paine's book was 


not given to Freeland by Mr Muir, but that 
Freeland took it out of Muir's great coat pock- 
et; that he does know: what they ſaid about 
Paine ; ; but he knows what Paine lays, which 


18, that the will of the People was the Sove- 


— reign 


by 


„ 


„„ NOS 6; ) 


reign will; that he got ſome. backs Sos Me 1 


Muir at Hanz l; that there were eleven 


numbers of the Patriot among them; that he 
gave them to himſelf and did not deſire him 


to keep them ſecret; that he intended to ſhewy 


them to his friends in a ociety, to which he 
belonged. __. - Econ Hers ad | 
Being croſs-examined, ſaid Ea ho was pre- 
ſent at the meeting in Kirkintilloch, when Mr 


Muir ſpoke ; that he remembers his peaking 


about how Old Sarum was repreſented. 
The Council for the Crown then called _ 


ry Davidſon, Eſq. Sherift-ſubſtitute of the coun- 
ty of Edinburgh; but Mr Muir, to ſave time, ad- 
mitted without proof, all which that gentleman 


was called to prove —viz. that the pocket book, 


papers, &c. lying on the table, were the ſame 


which, being found on Mr Muir when he was 


apprehended at Stranraer, were there ſealed uß 


in preſence of William Roſs, Eſq. one of the Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace for the ſhire of Wigton, and 


afterwards opened 1 in e of OE David- 


{on Eſq. 
The parole evidence for the ce was s here 


cloſed. When the Lord Advocate deſired the 
Clerk of Court to read the ſentence of outlawry 
and fugitation pronounced againſt the Pannel 
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TS! 


on the 25th of February laſt, hi declaratioti 
taken before John Pringle, Eſq. on the 2d of 
January laſt, the declaration of George Wil- tn 
liamſon meſſenger, the receiptof the captain with 
whom Mr Muir failed from France, his paſs= da 
ports, and ſome letters found upon him; of all 
all which full and correct en are fubjoined an 


Copy SENTENCE OF FUGITATION. 


25th Feb. 1793. Joi 

THE which day the diet of the criminal ot. 
letters, raiſed and carried on at the inſtance of ed 
Robert Dundas, Eſq. of Arniſton, his Majeſty's ful 
Advocate for his Majeſty's intereſt againſt Mr in 
Thomas Muir younger of Hunterſhill, Advo- cou 
cate, being called, and the ſaid Mr Thomas il 4, 
Muir having been oftimes called in Court, and app 
three times at the door of the e he She 
failed to appear. ed; 
WHEREUPON his Majeſty' 8 PST. mov- ll a 

ed, that ſentence of outlawry and fugitation 
might be awarded againſt him; and as he un- 
derſtood that bail had "been given for his ap- 
pearance, when apprehended by the Sheriff of 
the county of Edinburgh, he craved that the 
penalty in the bond might be forfeited and re- 
covered, 


The 


f 


J- 


"The Tord FONG: Clerk ab Loudb Com 


miſlioners! of | Juſticiary decern and adjudge 
the ſaid Mr Thomas Mhbir' to be an outlaw: 


and fugitive from his Majeſty's laws, and or- 


dain him to be put to his Highneſs's horn, and 
all his moveable goods and gear to! b eſcheat 


and inbrought to his Majeſty's uſe, for his con- 1 


tempt and diſobedience in not appearing this 


day and. place in the hour of cauſe, to have un- 
derlyen the law for the crimes of ſedition and: 
others fpecified in the” ſaid criminal letters raiſ- 

ed againſt him thereanent, as he who was law 
fully cited to that effect, and oftentimes called 
in court, and three times at the door of the 
court-houſe, and failing to appear as ſaid is. 
And ordain the bond of caution granted for the 
appearance of the ſaid Mr Thomas /Muit in che 
Sberiff. court books of Edinburgh to be forfeit? 


ed, and the penalty therein contained to be Te 


P by the clerk of this Cott; to be A 
Py of as the Court ſhall direc. * 


(Signed) ROBERT MQUEEN; 7:1 P. D.“ 


The sptoſceuter being about to adduce evi- 
dence fir proving the declaration of the pannel 


libelled on, and alſo the 1 inventory made up be- 
oy "_ GONE ſubſtitute of Edinburgh, with 


1 _ 


VS 


CW) 


the whole articles therein contained; likewiſe 
libelled on; the pannel, judicially admits that 


| the declaration libelled on was emitted by him 
voluntarily and freely, of the date it bears; 
and that he was then ſober and in his ſound: 
ſenſes” and that the inventory was made up in 
his fight, in preſence of the Sheriff, and that 
the articles therein contained are the'ſame that 
were taken enn — ax e, 508 at me ed 
raer. | 


Signed) | | THOMAS MUIR. : 7 
„ BER M-QUEEN, 1. P. D, 


The following papers were ch en ae 


| copr DECLARATION or MR MUIR. 

$48: 41% 1:0 Edinburgh, the 2d of January, 1793. 
THE which day compeared, in preſence 

of John Pringle, Eſq. Advocate, his Majeſ- 


ty's Sheriff. depute of the ſhire of Edinburgh, 


Thomas Muir, Eſq. Advocate; who, being exa- 
mined by the Sheriff, and being interrogated, 
Whether or not the declarant, in the month of 
November laſt, was in the towns of Kirkintil- 
loch, Lennoxtoun of Campſie, or Milltown: of 
Campſie? declares, That he declines anſwering 
pay 8 in this Place, as he conſiders a 

Do | declaration 


%- 


4G) 


dec n of this kind, obtained in theſe ein- 
e to be utterly inconſiſtent with; = 
conftitutional;rights;of a;Britiſh ſubje&z/ That 
be has ſolemnly mainwined this principle, in 
pleading for others. in 3 criminal court, and 
that, when it comes to be applied to his own 
particular caſe, as at preſent, ke will not de- 
viate from it: Declares, That he neither com- 
poſed, publiſhed, nor circulated books or pam 
Phlets, inflammatory or ſeditious: „ That in 
public and private, he always adviſed, and 
earneſtly entreated thoſe, who might be engaged 
in the proſecution of a Conſtitutional Reform, 
in the repreſentation of the people 1 in the houſe 
of Commons, to adopt meafures mild but Arm, 
moderate; but conſtitutional ; and that he has 


always inculcated upon all whom he may Jane. 


addreſſed upon any occaſion, that there was no 
other mode of accompliſhing. a Conſtitutional = 
Reform, in che repreſentation of che people in 
the houſe of Commons, but by the: mode of 
reſpectful· and Conſtitutipnal. Petitions to chat 
houſe, for that purpoſe; and that he did not 
doubt but the wiſdom of ths houſe would lig. 
ten to the voice of the people, when thus con- 
nen preſented ; Ad being ſhown three 
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bels of & Taper. ehtitled; The Patriot, the | 


firſt dated, © Tueſday,- April 17th 1792: 
The ſecond dated, Tueſday, June 12th;;” and 


che third, * Tueſday; July roth,“ without _— 


tion-of the year; and being interrogated, if 
buy gave theſe pamphlets to Wilham vi 
-weaver in Kirkintilloch,” and eight other num- 
bers of the ſame publication? deelares, That 


he adheres: to the principles which he has men- 


honed in the preceding part of this declaration, 


and declines anſwering the queſtion. And 
being ſhown a bock entitled The Works. of 


Thomas Paine, Eſq;” and interrogated, If he 


| did not give faid book to Henry Freeland, 
:weaverin Kirkintilloch; and firſt preſes of the 
Reform Society there? declares, That he ad- 


heres to his Principle, and declines anſwering 


che queſtion. And being ſhewn a pamphlet, 
tified * A Declaration of Rights, and an 
% Addreſs to the People; and interrogated, 
Wlether or not lie gave the aforeſaid pamphlet 
to the ſaid Henry Freeland ? declares, That 
Be deelines anſwering; upon the aforeſaid prin- 

viple. And being interrogated, Whether or 
not he gave to the aforeſaid Henry Freeland, 
# bock, entitled 8 Newer on the French con- 
E12 Jr. | | | ſtitutio n 


f. 


(11609: )17 
ſtitution ?? declares; That. he declines anſwer- 


ing the queſtion, upon the aforeſaid principle; 
and all the before mentioned books are matked as 
| relative herets, Zof this date. And being inter- 


rogated * Whether or not the declarant was a 
member of the Conventions which met in Edin- 
buigh in the month of December laſt, ſtiling 
themſelves! the Convention of the Aſſociated 


Friends if the we and produced that meet. . 


ing a paper/entitled Addreſs from the Society 


of United Iriſhmed i in Dublin, to the Delegates 
for Reform in Scotland, 23d November 1792, 
and moved, that the thanks of che meeting 
ſhould be returned to that Society, for ſaid 
Addreſs? Declares and declines anſwering the 
8 queſtion, upon the eforeſaid RY AllAkis 

1. Sele be truth. 4 10 35 ] 


1 20 ee THOMAS Nun. 
o Inf) neee to CUR FRINGEE: 


FEA * 137 it} 812: 


cory, i DiCLanaioN or GEORGE WiL.- 
Fg or AMIS, ng ai. 


a: An 8515 ee 101 Augubj1 109, 
GEORGE WILLIAM SON, meſſenger i in 


Edinburgh, declares, That on Friday the 2d of 
Avguſt inſtant, he received a warrant af the 
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Court of Juſticiary, for bringing che perſon 
of Mr Thomas Muir; younger of Hunterſhill, 


from the priſon of Stranraer, to the priſon of 


Edinburgh. In conſequence of which he went 
to Stranraer, and arrived there in the morning 
of Sunday the 4th inſtant, when he received 
the perſon of the ſaid Thomas Muir; and he 
alſo received from Mr Kerr, one of the mag 


ſtrates of Mranraer, a parcel, ſealed, and intitu- 


led: papers belonging and found on Mr Tho- 


mas Muir W. R. J. P.“ And which packet 
was ſealed with the ſeal of the burgh of Stran- 


raer, and alſo with two ſeals, which he now 
hears Mr. Muir declare to be his, and which 


parcel he now exhibits, with the ſeals entire. 


And the foreſaid parcel having been opened, 
in preſence of the ſaid ſheriff ſubſtitute, Hugh 
Warrender, Eſq; Mr William Scott, Procura- 


tor Fiſcal of the ſhire of Edinburgh, George 
Williamſon, meſſenger in Edinburgh, and Jo- 


ſeph Mack, writer, Sheriff Clerk's Office; and 
alſo, in preſence of Mr Thomas Muir, who ad- 
mitted, that this was the parcel containing the 
articles belonging to him, which were ſealed up 
by the Magiſtrates: of Stranraer, and to which 


| he then affixed his ſeals, and which he obſerved. 
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to be entire, privious to its being opened * his 
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redes nnen was found 10 contain: 1 5 


rer 1 ETA 515 bk Oi A) * 


| I. Ten contes 6 a pamphlet, SR 3 3 of che 


Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin. Dublin _—_— 
dy order of the Society, 1793 . 


2. A printed copy f the wial, ut lege, of Samuel Buſby, 


and Judith his Wife. 24 nt 
3. Twenty-nine copies of. a lined paper, entitled, . United 


Iriſhmen of Dublin 7th June 1793, being an Addreſs from 


the Catholic Committee, to their C — desto 


4. Fige copies of another printed paper, being? Reſolutions 
9 che WN of United Eriba, W 1 45th. of. Ju- 
CORE 


5. — copies . a pages, parporti ing to 88 | 
_-ſtra of the trial of Francis Graham, Eſq; one of his Ma- | 


_ jelty's Juſtices of Peace for the,-connty of Pyblin, has bs 
oth July 1993, before the Hon, Baron Power. 5 


6. A printed copy of an a& to prevent tumultuous rings; — 


of the 27th Geo, III. printed Dublin, 1787. 


7. Eighty- four copies of 2. printed paper, dated, Rath bot. | 
fey, iſt July, 1798; eontaining a (notation, from eb 


on the liberty of unlicenſed pr 


8. Letyer, figned J. Muir, del Geigen, 21ſt July MG: 


beginnung 0 Dear Sir, but having no addreſs. 
9. Letter, ligned Thomas Muir, and addreſſed to Captain 
| George Towers; of the American thip, the Hope, from Bal- 


timore, care of Meſſrs Cunningham and Co. - js 


| Belfaſt, and dated Dublin 27th July, 1793. 
10. A Red Turkey pocket-book, containing 
x., A paſſport from che departmeint of Paris, in FIDE: 


citizen Thomas Muir, dated 23d April 1793, having upon. 
The back an indorſement, dated'5th May 1793. 
2. Receipt by A. M*Dougal to Mr Muir, for goo livres, for 


his paſſage in the cabin of the ſhip from Havre de Grace, to 


the Port of New York, dated Havre de Grace, x6th May, 
1793, 
3: Certificate that Thomas Muir has blen duly elefted one of 


the members of the Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin, 


dated 11. January 1793 agned, Archibald B Row- | 
1 an, Secretary. | 


4. Sealed 


. 
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4. Sealed letter, directed, The Rer. Thomas: Fiſche Pal- 
mer, Edinburgh.“ 


. Ditto, Krected © Norman N-Leod Eſd i M- Pi Seotland." 


; 6. Ditto directed © to Mrs M*Cormick, * Dr. eee 
St Andrew's, Scotland.. ee 

7. Another paſſport, of the aegertment of Calais „in favour 
of citizen Thomas Muir, dated 1 5th January, 1793. 
8. Paſsport of the Commiſſary of tlie Section of the Thuille- 
ries, in favour of citizen Thomas Muir, dated 4. May, 


.* 1 3. þ , 40. G4 + en 8 
9. Beslarstion of Reſidence, dated 54 April I 79 3, in f favour 
of Thomas Mui ber ! 


10. Letter, ſigned D. Ae dated, No. 52. Frith Arect, 
Soho, London, February 1ſt. 


iſt. (Addreſſed) John Hurford e Eſq ; Or Thomas | 


Muir, Eſq ; Advocate, No: 99. Palais Royal Paris. 


11. Letter, ſigned James Campbell, dated No. 10. St An- 


drew's * Edinburgh, 26. January 1793: Ned 
- Thomas Muir, Eſq ; younger of Hunterſhill* © | 
2. Letter, ſigned D. Stewart, dated, 52. Frith Street, Je 


Toe 30; Addrefled, Thonias Muir, Eſq; Advocate, to Ge 


care of 7 ohn HitrfordiStone; Eſq 3 Paris. 4 - 
13. A Letter, ſigned W. Skirving, without date, dare e 
er 1 225 hace. s Lounger” of 2 T e 
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cor PY ; cunTirtcATs, 15D 5 
e e of United lrimmen at Düblig; 1 
hereby certificate, that Thomas Muir Has been 
duly elected, and having taken the Trsr, pro- 
vided in the Conſtitution, has been admitted 
| a member of this Society. b A 72 2 7 741: 
1 dne h A amilton ee, Sec. 
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A On the margin of the original, is 4 figure 
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of a harp, with this. __ It is new eur, 


and.ſhall he an, 115 e e 
Which whole pieces aft wrieidgs; ; pond pa- 
* and letters, were ſigned by the initials of 
the Sheriff Subſtitute, Mr Scott, George Wil- 
liamſon, and Joſeph Mack, of this date, and 
thoſe taken out of the pocket-book, were again 
replaced in the pocket · book, and the whole of 
the ſaid writings, &c. were alſo ſigned with 
the initials of Mr Muir, excepting the three 
ſealed letters, which he declined to puthis initi- 
als to, in regard he did not conſider them as 
his property. He further required that the 


| Sheriff. ſubſtitute ſhould immediately tranſmit 


theſe three letters to the reſpective perſons to 1 


whom they are addreſſed, as any other, proceed | 
ing would be Aa violation of the private. rights 
and property of the petforis to whom they be- 
represented, chat this laſt nad cannot, in a his 
opinion. be complied with, ſeeing theſe letters, 
with the adn papers in the ſealed parcel, were 
tranſmitted to this office under warrant of the 
Court of Juſticiary, for the e of being 1 in- 
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EA 1 
abe from Havre de Grabs to New Tork. 


fred liyres, for his paſſage in the cabin of tle ſhip 
finding 8 him with all ſtores. | 


Havre de aka, 
10th ee 1793. 


„ 


REPUBLIQUE 3 FRANCATSE, 
5112 DEPARTEMENT- ve Pars. 395 


2 Trangaiſe. £3 
Vo Favis du Conſeil e de la Commne de 
Paris, laiflez paſſer le citoyen Thomas Muir, allant 
a e eee domiciliè a Paris, municipalité de 
Paris, de partement de Paris, natif d' Ecoſſe, homme 
de loi, age de vingt huit ans, taille de 5 pieds 3 pou- 


quilin, bouche moyenne, menton rond, front haut, 
viſage long et plein, — pretet-lui aide et alfitance, 
au beſoln. 

Fait en ande le 23 A 8 apt cent 
quatre = FINgt treize ; I an deuxieme de la Repub- 


nous a@miniſtrateurs compoſant le Dirrctoire du De- 
peſtement de Paris. Approbatif 3 
4 Muir. 1 


Dubois. . 2 3:70 
Z. BD. Maillard. 
5 1 Leblauif, 
VVNVNicoleau, prefid. 
vu 


RECEIPT of Capt. NV. Don gal for Mr Muir's aſe 


' RECEIVED from Mr Muir the ſum of Nine bun- 


from Hayre de Grace to the port of New York, in 


A. -DOUGALL | 


PASSEPORT * delivré en execution de la loi du 
7 Decembre 1792, Tan en de la Republique 


ces, cheveux et ſourcils chatain, yeux bleux, nez a- 


lique F = gaiſe; et a ledit Citoyen Muir fign& aver 


e 


Du par nous Miniſtres des Aer Eſtrangerez. 

A es le * Avril T an 2'me de Ia Republique. | 
| | 2 Le Brun. | 
Maile. Garat, Gr. 1 5 


PASSPORT AT CALATS.” 


REPUBLEQUE FRANCAISE, 
;$ Au Nom DE La LOI. 


Dm du Pas-de-Calais, Diſtrict, Municips- 
lite de Calais. | | 
Tad EZ paſſer le Citoyen Thomas Muir, Ecoſſais, 
domicilie a Edinburgh, municipalite de diſtrict 
de department de —— age de 28 ans, taille de 
5 pieds 3 pouces, cheveux, ſourcils, chatain, yeux 
bleus, nez aquilin, bouche moyenne, menton rond, 
front rond, viſage long et plein; et pretez- lui aide et 
aſſiſtance en cas de baſin, allant en France, et dye 
a Petranger. 


Delivré en la Maiſon e de Calais, 1e 15 3 
Janvier, 1793, Fan, premier de la ROI F mT 


gaiſe. 
-Thoinas Muir. 
143905 Officier Aire. 
Cellierboullie, Secretaire et Grefier 
qui a _figne avec nous le p44 | 


: When the Lord Advocate defired the letter 
figned I. M. to be read, Mr Muir objected to 
that and the other papers being read; not that 
he cared for their being read, but becauſe they 
had nothing to do with his trial. He endea- 
voured to ſhew, that in the Indictment no cri- 


minality whatever was attached to theſe papers; 
. „ - 


649 


and chat reading them would only reveal Ihe 


| ſecrets and diſtreſſes of a private family to gra- 
tify an idle curioſity. | 
The Lord Advocate, —1 wiſh. to ins no i- 


dle curioſity; ; but I have a right to have read 


what I conceive neceſſary to eſtabliſh my 
charge; and I ſhall afterwards take an oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing their import. All T wiſh at 


preſent is, to ſhew that he was conſcious of his 


guilt : Nay, I go farther ; his defence of being 
prevented from returning, and his voluntarily 
ſurrendering himſelf, are all aſſertions ſtanding 
contradicted by theſe letters. But theſe cir- 
cumſtances are only collateral; not in ue, nor 
neceſſary in the concluſion. | 
Mr Muir.—1 join iſſue, and gladly, with the 
Lord Advocate on that ſubject. 


The Clerk * Court then read the fatonin 


: LETTER from ]. Murx, to Capt. Gon To- 
. _ 

Dran 818. | Glaſgow, 217 8 1793. 
I am at a 6-42 great loſs how to anſwer 
| your letter, as it's not underſtood by me ; but 
if it's the friend that I have, if it's he, I would 


2 


| "44 7 . 
be overjoyed to ſee his hand-writing, * to 


know what has become of him theſe three 


months. I thought he had been at Philadel- 
phia ere now, where letters are forwarded for 


him; and if you are to ſtay any time at Bel- 


faſt be ſo kind as write in courſe; and I will 
come over and ſee you and him. You can 
write the time you mean to ſtay. Mr John 


Richardſon, a ſon of Deacon James Richard- 
ſon, I ſaw him this week at Greenock, where 
he is to fail in the Almy of New-York dire&- 
ly, who has two pacquets of letters for him; 
and there is many letters wrote for him to the 


firſt people in America. And once he were 
there, he'll get letters to General Waſhington 
and I hope, dear Sir, you'll ſhew him every 
civility in your power, which I hope ſome d 

gratefully to thank you for it. There is a 
trunk alſo in the Almy fer him, which Mr 
Richardſon will deliver into his own hand. 


Only I fincerely with vou A ſafe, pleaſant, and 


ſucceſsful voyage, and a happy meeting with 


your friends. And I remain, 


DEAR Six, 6 
Tour moſt humble Servant, 
* MUIR. 


8+) 


If it's the perſon: I mean, a couſin. of his, 
William Muir, formerly of Leith, is lying at 
Philadelphia. His {hip is an American bot- 85 0 

tom. The loſs of this young man has been a 
| dreadful affliction to us. Pleaſe give our friend 
this letter, 1 honoured his draft in favours of 
Mr Mafey. He'll get his later at the Poirot 
fice Philadelphia. 
l hope in a year or two he can return, if he 
doth not love America; and be ſo good as 
cauſe him write me one line in your letter. 


You can direct it; and if he doth not chef „ ber 


Sogn it, you can Lag to your initials. nt 
| 4 

5 [The Adio of] | ; 

5 1 7 Mr 
LETTER "MS Wes Morx, to "Cape, pre 
.GeoRE Towns. TR f ple 

| Lo: 


DEAR Sin, Dublin, 27th July, 1793. at t 
TuIS day I received yours ; and will be I poi 
down upon Tueſday evening. I have taken of t 
my place in the coach for to-morrow: I am Icon 
| lang; to bear my friends are well. I will ple 
write BE was 


, . > d N 


F. 


B 2 8 
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write them Trot: Belfaſt, -Of this you OY 
give 180 information. Lam, bo; 15 03 6281 
aol 2:97" N Sho, I'S 5 

bu if, a | Your ragende SY 


Ts 4 | r 8 b a 
1244 


Capt. Obe Towvns, of the 2441/15 n JECT Les 
American ſhip, he pe, from : i, 
Baltimore. Care of Meſſtr sg HD 29.09 
La & Co. e FCC 
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The r on he part of the Cron belsg 
here finally cloſed, the Court deſired 
to proceed to his exculpatory « evidence; 3 When 


he called . RS e 


Firſt Wiimſe,” 5 211 1 


| Wikttan SxIx VINO —faid, That he Knew | 
Mr Muir went to London tft January to de 
preſent at a a meeting of the Friends of the Peo 
ple there, and that he received a letter from 


London from him, mentioning his having been 


at the meeting: That the reaſon of Mr Muir's 
going to France, was, that it was the opinion 


of the Friends of the People that he might have 
conſi derable influence with the leading peo- 
ple there in ſaving the life of the King, which 


Was an event that would injure the cominon 
cauſe ; that he received a letter from Paria 


from 


Mr Muir 


5 b 
9 „ ” » ” , 
t 8 
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he would return as ſoon as his friends found it 


er 


from Mr Mir, mentioning that he was, too 
late to effect the object of his journey, and that 


neceſſary; that he has often been in private 
meetings and public ſocieties with Mr Muir, 
and that he always heard him recommend good 
order and regularity; chat he never heard him 
ſpeak againſt the King, or the Houſe of Lords; 

that he knows Mr Muir never was fond of fac- 


tion; that Mr Muir nęyer fubmitted any plan W a 
of Government to his inſpection; that they n 
have talked together about Paine; that Mr 7 
Muir and be agreed that Paine recommended a it 
government founded on bad principles; and that ti 
he himſelf had written a good deal upon the I 
ſubject; and chat he had told Mr Muir if he MW ar 
could do any good he would publiſh his thoughts 
to the world, by giving an hour at night, and 
Mr Muir offered to diſpoſe of a number of rick: 
ets. 1 
Being ee by . Solicitor Ge 
ati he ſaid that he was ſecretary to. the Ge- 
Ry! Aﬀſociation of the Friends of the People. 
17 ' » Second Wineſs. Col I 
| Janes, CAMPBELL, writer to the Signet,— 
Depones, That he aQed. as an agent for Mr 


Muir 


| : . 
3 4 > 


ur 
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LETTER PEE Mr 13 to Mr Canvani, 1 


Writer to the Signet, Edinburgh. 


DAR Sin, Paris, 23d Jan. 1793. 

I whore you from Calais and from Paris, 
and impatiently expect your anſwer. 
me fully about my private affairs, but about no- 


thing elſe. Whenever you and my friends judge 
it expedient or proper, I will immediately re- 


turn, but I cannot leave Paris without regret. 
I am honoured by the notice and friendſhip of 
an amiable and diſtinguiſhed circle, and to a 


friend of humanity it affords much conſolati- 


on, to find according feelings in a foreign land. 


Preſent my beſt wiſhes. to all our friends, to 
Meſſrs Johnſton, Skirving, Moffat. Buchanan, 
&c. Intreat you to find means to ſend over the _ 
numbers. of the two Edinburgh Newſpapers. 


The London papers come here but irregularly. 


One wiſhes to know what is going on at home; 


but tell my friends it is only through the chan- 


nel of Newſpapers I can receive that intelli- 0 


L 


ge nce. 


A 


If 87 . 1 WER - 5 
Moir Jinks the courſe of laſt winter, nd re- py 
ceived ſeveral letters from him which he pro- 8 


duced, and ack were Thad by the C Clerk of . 5 b 
Court. | 115 


Write 


* 
* 


A DL =; | | « 82 5 1 4 8 
gence. Write me under 3 cover, 
As Cuozen de Caudile, hotel de Toulon, No. L. rue 
4e Faſſes du Temple. Communicate this ad- 
- _ dreſs to all my friends. Inform them no letter 
8 can Teach me, if not. r of the poſtage, is you 


Es: Apres | Duan 81% K 
„ Tours & c. 
1 2 155 ©. THOMAS Num. 
4 "2 | Janys 8 Eſq. writer to? 
£ - the Signet, Edinburgh, Scotland. 3 Wt 47 © TFT 


P. 8. My compliments to Mr Dick; intreat 
m_ to * che e of 0 . + 


* 
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* Second 4 LETTER from Mr Mors to Mr Camps. 
| | 1 5 if WORRE 2445 151d BELL. T FOIA e 
© en Six. HT ST Tea tf i ; 1 

Bs. 1 HAVE written you eee whenever 

you think it proper I ſhall return. At the ſame 
 " time; honoured as I am by the civilities and 
attention of many amiable characters, it would 


W RT 0 
9 
3 — 
- 
* 
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- be with reluctance I could quite Paris for a 
month or two. About my private buſineſt 
, rite me, but not a word on any other ſubject. 


Remember me to Johnſtone, Skirving, Moffat, 
ec. Tell them no diſtance of ſpace ſhall obli- 
derate my en of chem. Write me 
2 . punctually, 


eee "OR 5 Eau them b 
wiſe write me. Omit no poſt. M/ addreſs + 
under eher, Au Citoyen Coudile, hotel de Toulon 
_ I. rue hi yoni 1 une 8 Lam, e 
r * ee | 2 12 ours. Kc? 1 K tp 7 
3 ee 80 THOMAS M. 
e Paris, 2 7th W enn at 05 . ooh A 


1 Hawn 8 Eſq. writer to? _ . 
the * 8 3 "921 


+ LETTER from Mr NEL: to Mr Canp 
a 2 e r,, 0 6A ro EN 


Ina to acknowledge the receipt 455 your ' Þ 
1 . reſpecting the buſineſs of Mr Muir 4 ©. 
did not loſe a moment in finding a Tafe and — 
5 ſpeedy con veyance to him at Paris for your let- 8 . ö 2 
ters, and-thoſe of his other friends in Scotland. 
d ſent to my care. I delayed from day to day in 
d che perpetual expectation of ſeeing Mr Muir 
A | 
ſs 


here on his return. Its now, howeterjibetoalk 
neceſſary for me to inform you, that he is not 
yet come; and confidering theextre ne 

which he muſt have felt to returs 
poſſible, I think it nere chis 3 
1 _ to be aſcribed t to the 3 aid | 


4 * g 15 2 
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on the veſſels ct eas, whiclrmay . 
perhaps have rendered it impoſſible: for him, 
though even at Calais to make his paſſage to 

England. I think this probability at leaſt ſuffi- 

ciently great to be pleaded for a delay of his 
trial and it is to enable you and his friends to 
make any uſe of it that you may think fit, that 

I have now thought it neceſſary ro communicate 

this ſtate of facts to n. bag 114: 55 
e Tu 0 | FO . 5 4 

4 e en Rae Wir 

0 „ JAMES MANTOSH. 
| — Charlotte Street, Portland.” 


Place, Feb. 42 1793. ; ag 4 85 | 


# * * » a : oi 


# 2 1 
5 254 * ha * — ud 


J 
"The FONT farther: „laid hl Me Muir al. W 
q 
1 


1 4. 


* recommended good order and regularity; 
and that he has heard him ſay that Paine's 5 70 
Was: OS weak minds ꝑ 

ny Third 77 ne. 85 . 
2 i; _ bn baker, 8 That he 


haas ſeen Mr Muir frequently i in private and in 
public; and has heard him ſay, chat in all 
their applications for redrefs, they ſhould look 

td 8e conſtitutional means as to their polar ſtar; 


that Mr Muir never recommended riot, but the 
contrary, and adviſed the * to inform their 
| minds. | 


F d 


Wan -e That: he has eee, 


* \ 
| 
Oo 
* 
55 2 betty „% RE ¾ U. RES 4 
of "I * C . N 19 755 


lr 14 Au zee won, late printer in Kdo 


Mr Muir make ſpeeches, in which he always 
recommended ſupporting the conſtitution with 
men 3 that he never hear bin i tu - 


| our, * o ebe to „ e eee Pt, 
that he has received letters from Mr Muir from 

France; that they were on general ſubjects, and 

# that he has not got any of them now with him, 


Maurice 'Thomſom flarch maker, Charles: Sal- 
ter brewer, and Peter Mood teacher, the Hith, 


 fexth, and ſeventh. witneſſes, | adduced. by Mr 
| Muir; ſaid, That they have heard Mr Muir 


end reform, but to accompliſh it by 


conſtitutional meaſures; and that he a 
* againſt riot and confufon. {6 ADA 


- Eight Witneſs. 


+ David Dan: junior, e in 
| Glaſgow,” 


Depones, That he remembers Mr 
Muir being at a meeting in Glaſgow, and on 


ſome motion being made, Mr Muir obſerved 
that no books in particular ſhould be recom- 
by amended, that, that had tog much the appear - 
ance. of party, and therefore adviſed general 

kj ne, | 


w_ 


>. FM 


bs 3 Wie ting 
Wat MriMuip-ciroulized no books nor poke 
| Mr Paine. FR * N ln ef All. 
_—_- CaiBeing: ated, Py That as meet- 
ing was at the Star Inn; and that he does not 
recollect when Mr een — or was | 
nn 412 TEES - 6:4. 736597 fs 7 
16032 Nb 7 TIE N cb 126m- 
alan 8 LL, baker, Edinburgh. 
1 to the ſome: effect as ſome of the S f : 
eee 
Aar Tenth Wits... r ne 
ebe Ae bookſeller, 3 ha- 
N a converſation with Mr Muir in his ſhop; 
when he aſked his opinion as to Paine r Works; 
and Mr Muir adviſed; him not to ſell them, for 
it was an improper dan. and there Was den. 
1 in reading it. 

Being croſs examined, be faid, that this 14 
3 * a few days before Sheriff — A. 
. to make enquiries as to chat en 
e ee Wunsfs,". igt tt ad 

oe WEeppeL. deponed, ben FR re- 
en a motion being made at Glaſgow for 
the purpoſe of recommending books, when Mr 
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* 4 | 4 11 5 — 


* 


22ers. gn © oo 2. 


5 


| be: collected Ms. ſeveral publications, Er ſome =, 
of them were not ſafe; that he recommend. 9 
Blackſtone's Commentaries, and ſaid nothing un- 8 


conſtitutional, as far as he could judge: That he 


ſaid they ſhould write petitions; and fill the ta- 
ble of the Houſe of Commons with them; that 


ſever; ſocieties: had correſ ponded with fiene 
countries, but chat Mr Mair: A mr * 


, ; ö 173 S 3 4 ” . ; 
* ee S013 
9 


Tube ah img. 
Jon Roter, merchant,—on being aſked 


the uſual queſtion, If any body had inſtructed 


him what to ſay ? replied, That he had received 
general inſtructions to tell the truth — 
aſked where or from whom? ſaid he could not 
recollect.— Having produced his citation, it 


was found to be dated but four days before; 
and, as this converſation had happened fince Y 


Jy p 


that time, he was told, that he muſt. 
be able to recollect ſome of the particulars 3 


But, on his ſtill perſiſting to ſay, he could 
mention nobody's name who had ſpoke to him 
on the ſubject; the Lord Advocate moved, 


that he ſhould withdraw; and obſerved, chat, 


as chere e ene en of a Ha 0 3 


} — - . o i - 


— 


00 


a een the truth in this man, he 10505 den 
* Loedſhips would puniſh him by eee n 
to be committed to priſon. F 
Me Muir was going to ſay ſamethibg' in 13 
half of the man; when the Lord Juſtice Clerk 
ſtopt him, by telling him he had nothing to 
ſay in that queſtion; and the Court then or- 
dained John Ruſſel to be committed to priſon, 
there to remain for three weeks, for n 
the truth upon oath. | OR 
Thirteenth Witneſs. wv 
Jonn Brock—deponed to the ſame purpoſe 
as ſome of the preceding witnefles ; and that he 
had heard Mr Muir ſpeak of books on law. A 
2 Fourteenth Witneſs. 
0 WILLIAM CLYDESDALE, . cabinet-maker,— 
ſaid, That he remembers Mr Muir viſiting a 
ſociety for Borough Reform, and praiſed their 
cxertions; that he has heard Mr Muir ſay, that 
in Paine there were ſome things well enough, 
but many bad ; and that he uſed to run down 
Liberty and Equality, ſaying, an exact divifion 
of property could not exiſt two n. Fn 
SO POTTY Tt TT eee TR 
eon BzLL—faid, That Mr Male at 
0 fay he could only admit of a. government 
compoſed of . Lords, and Commons. x 2 
Sixteenth ald 
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WED 
Sms Warns 
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e 


> | time, when we were in profound peace j an 


: vn the Fresch being mentioned wed. 1 Mr Muir 
ſaid, their object and ours ie Aifferent; chat 


ys then converſed on general topics. 


F Pd ridtfietd p roved, Y Uke the" otRerb, that 


ſures. ee 


2 i  Ninjteenth Witnefi A i. 


That Muir cache there with Colonel Dalrym- 
fle, and in 2. meeting: there expreſſed his at- 
tachment to the coriſtitation : That he recankr 


mult and edition; that after viſiting the diffes 
vent focieties, Mr Muir, Col. Dalrymple; and 


anſtead/ of vilifying io 


25 Debratr nb, [maſter cn b „ 

ſchool, Glaſgow, remembers having a coriverſal 

tion with Mr Muiv th a ceffeeroontin Glaſgow, 
When they talked of Reform; arid his remdrk- 
ing chat it was ani fexpedient Heafure at the 
preſent time; Mr Muir ſaid ir wald à very goot . 


: Jxnty MO hon id Rob ENT HENAT from | 


Vt reif always rent Praceable a. 


3 manufacturer in dane iid, - 


mended! obedience to ſuperiors, {to avoid ths 


the witneſs; went to Sinclair's Inn; that Mis, | 


kingithebeſt of Princesand was for à Houſe a 
Lords and Commous. Hine Ribtov 3 
M -. M 


» . 
of * 1 
1 oY ak ns. 
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5 tw). e 
t e + tha 5 Twentieth Witnfr. | wo 
55 ae aa deponed to the ſame effect as 
mente, 25 eds COELIAC Tos + ne 451 a 
Wer AF / Twenty firft l s # $5 iis 
{ Fra R1cHaRDgony is a member of the 
London ſociety; of which Mr Grey is a, mem 
ber that he has · heard Mr Muir exhort the 
people to be conſſitutional, and expoſe! the doc · 
cines of Liber oo | Equality 0 eee 


cloſed, abour:cight, 0 clock the Lord Aces, 
roſe and re the Jury 1 to che following 
purpoſe / | 7 hub 
Fee ban der . 

* * is my duty, now, ta require your moſt 
Ante and deliberate confideration of what 
vou have heard. The moment is come, When 
the truth or falſehood of what is laid to the 
Charge of the Pannel at the bar, is to be aſcer- 
- tained. He is a man, who; under the pretext of 
_k reform as I ſhall afterwards ſhew you, has 
been ſowing miſchief and ſedition; he appears 
here before you, after being a [fugitive from 
his country; and it is nom that by your ver 


. ws verdict which is uncantroulablef and 


41 SN from 


- 
* 


from well Wy REI Ss bis File muſt 
be eſtabliſhed, or the imputation thrown'out 
againſt him, completely wiped away. It ig 
moment which I Duve long wiſhed to ſee; for 
during the | circumſtances which occurred laſt — 2 
winter, among the numerous liſt of offenders 
who appeared, this is the man ho of them 
all. appeared to me the moſt criminal, and 1 . 
whom I moſt will d to lay hold of; hein ce = 
ry thing betrays, a moſt decided. ſpirit againſt 
| the conſtitution, and all. under the veil of Par- 
liamentary Reform. 5 N e r 
This country has eee ee 4 
nicious effects of ſeditious writings and con- 
duct, but Lam perſuaded a wider range of dias - 
bolical miſchief will appear in this man, than 
— ſeen in England, or anx here elſe. 
Who could believe that a man of a liberal edus 
cation, an Advocate at this bar, could be found 
among villagers, and manufacturers, poor and 
ignorant, for the . of ne en 
and diſ content? 5 
he charges againſt the Pannel are divided | 


- Q 3g” =. 
* 7 1 D 
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into chree heads, all centering. however, in tha 
nde ſedition and diſcon- 
tent | We ee nee, Ha hay Kir- 3 


din 


8B 3E 7 8 8 K ** 
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dtilated Pines Works, a book which one of 


his witneſſes: ſays, he declared to be dangerous 
to weak minds, trith an obſtinacy and pertina- 


ciry, which plainy indicated that his wiffi was 


to alter or overturn the conſtitution. 


wirk him, and ad vi ſed the conſtituting of meet · 
ins, which without him would never have 
been eſtabliſhed; he came like the dein 


Which has produced all the anarchy we ſee in 
France, and which cannot be ſupported in any 
well eſtabliſhed government. ann eule 

Ie has been in a convention of people, cal- 
ung themſelves Reformers;' but che fpürit of 
che people ſhetred itſelf, and ir no longer bxiſts; 
he in that meeting endeavoured to ſupport and 
defend a paper coming from our ſiſter kingdom: 


lr came from the Society of United Iriſnmen, 


highly ſeditious, if not treaſonable; and yet 
He was the ITE to TRY to read, you 
approve. | 03 
{: Theſe three charges, then, ee which 
finite themſelves in one, that of exciting diſ- 
content againſt Government,bave been brought 
with deliberation, ; and ; it is h] my: duty c 
an | ſhew 


* 


to Kirkintilloch and Campſie carrying Mr Paine 


ſedition, recommending that club 88 — 
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dene. wy. = £5. (3344. '£ 18 it (ak "j agg 
-aL with to wr "py opinion of a reſpectable 
jury on the ſubject. Whether ſedition is 
erimè of che · deteſtable nature I repreſeni it? l 
bring forward the arm of juſtice to ſuppreſs ãt 


incl it is in j — to mise * or P | 


FF £ #-; 


s © $- 


it n a moment; © 
: Gentlemen, neg er ee the 
; idee bn be oß three kinds. I ſhall ſpeak 


and harangues, and encouraging aun roper meet 
ings. To ſupport this we find that he went to 


Kirkintilloch and Campſie, and recommended 
improper publications to enlighten their minds; 


but in this he does not appear to have been 
very ſucceſsful, if we take the Vice Preſident as 


—— bare bea cſtabliſhed by che vis 


WEE 4 8 1 
dining 4 44 4 39 * *. 


of each in their order, and I muſt ſay, that if 
ever a ſtrong body of eee in a dip 

ficult caſe, * is to be ſeen here. For 
The firſt charge ii cl 1 | 


an example of their influence. The evidence 


here reſts chiefly on Jobnſton and Freeland, par- 


ticularly Jobnſlon, and we ſhould remark the 
mode i in which he gave his evidence, he was 


calm, accurate, and clear. He and Freeland'a- 
_ that the Fannel ma; of the ſucceſs of the 
walk Eh French 


0 d) 
Ann umi; W what: motive. could he diſ- 
courſe on ſuch a ſubject to weak, uninformed 
illiterate people; but to fulfil his ſeditious in- 
tentions ? He talked of the weight of taxes. 
Gentlemen, we may ſee theſe burdens lighten- 
ed; but if this gentleman's mode of doing it 
were to go on, what ſort of relief we: ſhould 
have by the diminution of our taxes and che 
payment of our debt, are topics of which you IM _ 
will judge as you qught to do. He ſaid that | 
their taxes would be leſs, if they were more e- 
qually repreſented, and that, from the flouriſh» 
ing ſtate of France, they could not bring their - 
goods to market ſo cheap as Frenchmen, What 
could poſſibly be more calculated to produce 
diſcontent and ſedition? Had ſuch ſocieties 
previouſly exiſted, the caſe anni have been 
different; but he appears as the ringleader, he 
was there on the Tueſday preceding converſing 
about it; he came to the Tres: and man 
Wallace's Can any evidence be more connec-. 
ted or more ae, eee eee | 


ment! ? | it 
T he Good charge. is * rien ſeditt- 


eus books, containing the paſſages 1 


3 ” 
* 


* 


| SOR which: you may vob] W 0 
is again an evidence here; and I muſt obſerve, 
chat it appears to be doubtful, whether he told 


1 2 . 


buying the Paiſley Declaration and other books, 
which go to prove he is tainted from head to 
foot, and is as unworthy tb live under the pro» 


_ Wc, x >. OY OO} OO, - "IE 


T5) 


all he knew; from his face he plainly prevari: 
cited; and, when cloſely queſtioned, the ſweat 


broke upon it: He told you · the ſtory of get 
ting Paine's book out of Muir's pocket. I may 


here obſerve, that ſuch a mode of circulating 4 


book is that which a man in his ſituation will . 


naturally adopt; be will not go on openly, but 


privately, and under various pretexts; by his 


fruits muſt you know him; you muſt compare 


his actions with his profeſſions, and then judge. 


We have evidence of his recommending and 


tection of the law as the meaneſt felon. 
Lou would obſerve his conduct, „Genta, 


on Anne Fiſher leaving the foot af the table. 
What can be laid to her charge? her evidence 
waz clear and correct, and was founded on the 
baſis, her being confirmed hy the teftiniany 
of others. But what was his conduct? the 
Iyching, indeed which he could do, an en- 


beſt 


2 as a 


e to ſhake, her rſtixnomy' by an illiberal 


She and 
f P. 4 3% % * ! N 8 
: * . . 
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e * 5 


had founded infinuation, n we. 1 
our informatibn only from domeſtic- 
ro what then amounts her e ee | 
ftands'beyond:a-doubr: That the was ſent! e- 
| peatedly from her maſter's houſe, the pannebs 
father, who I-underſtand is a reſpectable mam; 
far be it from me to attach any criminality to 
him; the pannel has the miſerable. reflexion 
that the diſtreſſes which have embittered the 
lives gf his parents have been brouglit on by 
Hiinſelf that ſhe was ſerit repeatediy to buy 
_ Paine and other works for country people that 
came into the ſhop, who'by this man's perſus- 
Fon muſt out with their miſerable fixpence to 
purchaſe 'Pame's Rights of Man; that he uſed 
ecdnſtantly to be reading ſeditious publications 
in:the/back'ſhop.—It was there, in that-cathe- 
- » ral of ſedition, he ſat like a ſpider, weaving 
bu fflchy web to catch the ulwaryßx. 
Ahe witheſs ſpecifics the people 1 to which the 
_ procured: Paine's! book-—his on uncle, John 
Mair the hatter, Barclay ther elder, and Wilſon 
the batber- I Rave produced all of chem in 
pport of che girl) except the uncle, whom'T 
declined making an evidence againſt his ne- 


Phe, Me adeifed Wilfon, who completely 
Fun ſupported 


eee eee 


. © Yu, waa. 


CF 
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M99, 0 
ſupported the girl i in this, to keep a copy in his 


ſhop to enlighten his cuſtomers minds; for chat 


ar confuted Burke entirely,---Mr Burke, a man 
whoſe wonderful talents and genius have late- 


| Iy been ſo much exerted in che ſervice of bis 


country. 
From theſe circumſtances I have only to ts 


1 fire you to look at Paine's book, at the paſſages - 
in the indictment; and if you are loyal to your 
| king, if you are loyal to your country, and 


would preſerve i it, vou will find this man guil- 


Ot, who has given o decided an opinion in fa- 


your of that wretched outcaſt. His works 1 ne- 


yer read. ill wy. official duty compelled me to 
| it; 3 1 need not give my opinion of it; the de- 


terminations of courts of law, and the unani- 


mous opinion of the country, bave marked the 
ö deteſtation, | in which they are held. | 


| [His Lordſhip here read ſome of the palſiges 


in the inditment.} _ : 8 
What avails then, Gentlemen, all his evi- 8 

: dence of attachment to the King and conſtitu- 

tion, when he unequiyocally approyes ſeniti- h 
ments fuch as theſe? We are told, indeed, by 
one of his witneſſes, that he adviſed him not to 
; ſell Paine ; but unfortunately the anſwer given 


| "W | -— ATE 
4 5 „ þ 8 


1 3 


began to be taken notice of. 

We find from the evidence of the girl Fiſher, 
that the very organiſt could not paſs the houſe 
of this oracle of miſchief, witheut being de- 


4 wy 74 HOY 


fired to play n FRO 
He uſed to fay too, that, if every man bad 


a vote, he would be member for Calder, and | 
members would have thirty or forty, ſhillings 


a-day. All theſe circumſtances go to prove 


fnconiteſtibly, that France and French, princi- 


ples were continually 1 in his view, and that he 
aimed at the deſtruction of the preſent govern- 


ment; with reſpect to which, however, I hope 


his prophecies will be as falſe, as they have al- 


ready been in regard to che ſucceſs of the | 


French. 


I may here remark that the evidence & Fiſh. 
er appears in a trifling inſtance to be contra- 
dicted by the elder Barclay; ; bur you. ſhould | 
remember the falvo with which that old gen- 


tleman choſe to premiſe his evidence. 125 


I come now to the third charge, which re- | 


lates to > Mr Muir's conduct in the Convention. 


to che qlicton put to Chit upon. his öl 1 
mination, proves that they were not his real 
ſentiments, but for fear. of danger, as s the book | 


K 


ved, whit = tad, 


ed 1 Gefended, che Iriſh Addreſs: 
Will you approve this paper? will you diſ- 
regard this convincisg- proof of his guilt ?/ 


Be his ſtudies ever ſo great, be his; views e- 
ver {6 extenſive, will you permit him arrogants 


ly to ſet up his ſeditious opinions in oppoſi- 


tion to the government and conſtitution? His 


conduct in ſome inſtances would almoſt appear 


to be marked with infanity, were we not finds 


ing him the determined ringleadet in an uni- 


| form ſcheme of ſedition. 


This, Gentlemen, Gniſhes u my peaches Apen , 
the evidence; upon the evidence which I think 


is invincible: but there are two topics on which 


I muſt beg to make ſome obſervations. 


Mr Muir told us that he was carried out of | 
this country by buſineſs of importance, and 
that he was detained in France; and that he 
always wiſhed to have a trial. I could have no 


* 


objections to his proving this : It would have 


argued, ſome degree of honour: But his pro- 
feſhons are falſe and confuted. He left this 
country under an impreſſion of guilt; and later, -. 
ly returned, the peſt of Scotland, with * ams 
intentions as before, ' | +: | y 


w- 4 


* 


# 


( 1 


The DW. of his going to Feste it ſeema, 


was the influence he might poſſibly have in 
ſaving the life of the King of France; and 


— 


he was ſent there by the Friends of the People. 
Never was I more aſtoniſhed than at the im- 
pudence of this evidence. Did Skirving know 
or recollect, that he was almoſt accuſing him 
of high treaſon? But why was he intereſted in 
this event? It was an event, as his witneſſes 
tell you, that would hurt the common cauſe. 
What cauſe ? their intention of effecting achange 
in the government of this country: There then 
he ſtands a miſſionary from a ſociety in this 
country to France, —a circumſtance which 
greatly confirms his guilt, 
When the trial was coming on, I alia 
it longer than I ought to have done, to' give 
him every chance; and 1 inſerted it in the pa- 
pers, which might perhaps reach bun nn 
in ſome part of the world. 580 
Ihe ſhipmaſter $ receipt bears date the rech 
9 What became of him from this date to 
the ziſt July when he was apprehended.” He 
informed nobody of his coming home. | How | 
wonderful that no letter was driven by the 


. or impelled by the waves, to give no- 
TSS tice 
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| ſpear, and under is the motto ga ira. I beg 
your attention, Gentlemen, to the quotation 1 
ſhall now read from a celebrated French author, 5 
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reverſe in fact appears to have been the caſe, 
By the Letter of J. Muir, his father, we find 
him in Ireland, doing we know | not what; ex- 
cept what we learn from the diploma of the 
worthy ſociety of United Irihmen. He is at 
laſt apprehended returning into this a Fs 
with all the inſignia of ſedition about him. 
I have but one remark more. Vou may is 
ſome degree judge of a man, by the company 
he keeps; amongſt Muir's papers we find a let- £ 
ter here in my hand addreſſed to the Rev. Fiſche 
Palmer, a man who i is indicted to ſtand trial at 
rth, in the courſe of a few days, and whom 


| ok of you muſt know. The impreſſion of the 


ſeal too is worth remarking, a cap of liberty on 


in treating of the Britiſh Conſtitution, [The 


; paſſage his Lordſhip read; was from De Lolme, 
on the Conſtitution of England, from the e mid- | 
| ow of p. 534, to the end.] 7 


I hope, Gentlemen, this caſe will be Jie 


of by. you in a light ſuch as this, that you will | | 
9 AG Tour King from the attacks of his „ 
mies, 
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* ** A 1 
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. 8 * you will protect this temple of 4 
dom from the attempts of the factious, but par 


ticularly againſt that man at the bar, who, has 
been ſowing ſedition with ſo liberal a hand- 


You now however, may ſeize him in his career, 


and by your verdict do juſtice to __ — 
and honour to yourſelves. | i 


The Lord Advocate here finiſhed his addref 
to the Jury, which his Lordſhip delivered in a 


highly animated, manly, and energetic manner. 


It occupied about two hours and ten minutes. 
The rapid ſucceſſion of ideas ina public ſpeak- 


er of his Lordſhip's abilities, and the nature of 
a charge to a Jury, render it both impoſſible 
and unneceſſary to give an extremely minute 
detail; but the above will be found to be 2 
comprehenſive, and in many parts, a literal ab- 


ſtract of the moſt material __ of his Lords 
| Rape Pech | | 
Mr _ next addreſſed himſelf to the Jy 


They,” [bee 14-21 


I xo riſe in my own deferiins 3 thing 
that malice could ſuggeſt has been thrown out 


de Suri ene to ſay, that not- | 
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moral character remain g unſullied and nim 


peached. 1 have ſcorned before this, to enter 
the liſts with the numerous inſidious calumnis 
ators of my conduct ; but have waited with in- 
parience for this moment when I can ſpeak” inn 


213 


my defence to a Jury of my countryttieh.” 


Gentlemen, Tam accuſed of ſedition -“ No 
term ean be more vague it has been in the 
mouths of people of every deſcription, and has 
been ſometimes levelled 1 arms ele Oey we N 


the pride of our country. | 


This is no time for 8 omttiſe. My ad 3 
not the Lord Advocate at once allow, wes 
and at this bar, becauſe I. have been the ſires | 
nuous ſupporter of a Parliamentary Reform? S's OY 
Had this been done, and had this alone been FP 
laid to my charge, I ſhould at once have pled | 
guilty ; 3 there would have been no occation for 
a trial; and their Lordſhips and you would 2 
have 3301 ſaved the laſſitude of ſo long an at- 
tendance. But what ſort of guilt would it have 
been? I have been doing that, which has been a 


done by 1 the firſt characters in the nation. 1 
appeal to thelvenerable names of Locke, and r 
GA „ oracle of the Engliſh Law, Judge * 

a A 


1 


ceate, to borrow his own expreſſion, ſhould have 
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Blackſtone. - Hear what this Muſtrious+ «man 
fays on this ſubject, in his Conamentaries. .., 
[Here Mr Muir read a paſſage from Mr jut, 
we Blackſtone's Commentaries, in which he 
mentioned, that if any improvement is to be 
wiſhed more than another, it would be : a more 
equal repreſentation.] | VV 
But why need I Foy to writers who are now 
no more, who are now beyond the reach. of 
' puniſhment, when I have the firſt living cha- 
racters on my fide? , The Prime Miniſter. of 
the country, Mr Pitt himſelf.— che Commander 
in chief of the army, the Duke of Richmond, 
have once been the ſtrenuous Advocates of re- 
form; and yet they have been admitted into 
the boſom of the King's Counſels. | Are they 
then criminal as I am? If ſo; the Lord Ad vo- 


denominated them the Peſts of England, as he 
Me been pleaſed to call me the Peſt of Scotland, 
But it is needleſs, Gentlemen, to carry you 
beyond the walls of this houſe ; the Lord Ad- 
vocate himſelf has been a Reformer, and ſat as 
2 delegate from one. of the counties fre the. al 
| poſe of extending the elective franchiſe. 
What concluſion can you draw from this? 


5 | Before 


4 


22 and the cauſe of my 


in en wiener 12 neither I 


bebe g. + ol 
ing over in on Ad ea might hade 2 
ay effec in ſaving the cifufion of truman blood; =» 4 
be ;accounted; criminal? f r 


Fee ee When FR had AN 
knew of but two ways of returning,” w_ 


te ra_ſadong - E route - 


Ag as pxlmborih Goda tis me; I, | 
got a paſspott for Havre de Grace, where I 6k 


my paſſage for America, but finding à ſhip 
bound for Baltimore, thotigh cleared for Ame- 


rica, 1 with 9 to u went on en 'of 
f 1 ; _—_ * n V. F: „ 4. thn hd N 
* could prove to you, e ee 
1 in what manner I ſpent my time in 
Ireland; that I was engaged chiefly in. literary 


purſuits. The Lord Advocate's/infinuations' in 


n are ground les. 
I expected to have ſeen here the mahle df 
een me on my arrival in Scotland and Mr 


Roſs che magiſtrate before whom Iwas brought, 
os I ſaw cited in the Crown liſt of 'wit- 


neſſes, I never thought of being at the expence 


of bringing here! They would have clearly 


pure what my conduct was on beingtaken. 


44 The reaſon of my Not writing was, e 0 
letters -were' at that time intercepted, 
to audbid being taken hold of as a crimin 
I intended to have come voluntarily, and fer- 
9 ſtand trial. Se 
Gentlemen, You have: heardrevtitd yi los 
ges are; and if it was poſſible to produce a per- 


3 heard me e they have been 
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collected from all quarters wherever I appeared, 


agree in teſtifying my uniform regard for the. | 


onſtitution; and even the girl herſelf, who as. 
a {py from a private houſe, has been broug 


and rs, would get 30s. or 408. day. 
The firſt part of the obſervation, is too frivolous. _ 
anti a:, As to the receiving payment for 
zember, the Lord Advocate muſt know 
th warp i the: antient conſtitution of the kings 
dom, and chere can be no eri minali 
ta Kt. i M aA | tgp 1115 75 Þ $1 
FP Johnſton and e ie ad. chat af 9 5 
meeting at Kirkintillock, J faid, France: would 
be the moſt flouriſhing, country in the- orld. 


is chere any harm, Cee in ig e 


pany Can it vt. "® PIE L. meant the moſt. 


prefonanyon: I, would be member for Calder, 


flouriſhing as to freedom, or that I recom. _ 
mended their maxims ?—l talked of che un- 
qual repreſentation of the people. ?, 1s there a- 


Ny edition her E Li. FP 440. 3 oe gon every day by... 
wg 44 17 2 or” 8 . N "OM Gen. 
a ö i =” | 1 


againſt me. She has obſerved, that I uſed to 2 
chat when there would be a more general re- 


it) | nach, £ 


was thera; and; yet 1 
them, and my own numerous liſt of witneſſes, 
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0 the firſt, ehiraQers in the Ants of Jomm uuns! 
I faid that a man who gave L. ehen, fr a 
in che Houſe, muſt have an undue intereſt in 
doing ſo; and is not this true? A man may 
give a ſum of money for an opportunity of diſ- 
playing his neee ; but as theſe ſums are 
frequently by filent members, my conelu- 
ion is fair.—I ſaid that the French were more 
equally repreſented, and their taxes would be 
called a libel? And when I recommended a 
more equal repreſentation in this country, 1 
aid it would ſooner or later produce the effect 
of leſſening our taxes. I recommended peti- 
ing and communication of ſentiments, and 
to procure all pamphlets on all ſides of the 
queſtion : Is there any ſedition in all this? A 
great national queſtion was agitating ; a queſ- 
tion which has produced various opinions ; 
Which has brought my Lord Advocate and the 
vice-preſident of the Kirkintilloch ſociety into 
the field together; and I. therefore, recom- 
mended e all ne information "_ 

. „ 
Weddel, this vice- kerle agrees re mY 
her witneſſes, ut, when Paine's book was 
4 mentioned, 


. 


” 8 1 7 
F * 3 
A ; 
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C 8 
« qnencjonal;-Lfaldt it it was foreign tothe purpoſys - 
e d why becauſe there is a great diffe- 
rence between ſpeculation and being in action. 


Although to ſome of my private friends in my 2 
1 own houſe I may have ſaid, I thought n 
el of- BaLSP yet, ee in a ee capacity a 8 


commended Henry” 8 Hiſtory of Great Britain, 
2 bock which has had the ſanction of the great 
Earl of Mansfield, who firſt brought at into 
notice and was he, therefore, accuſed.of ſe⸗ Fo 

dition? The Lord Advocate has animadver- vj 
ted on the ignorance of the vice-preſident ; For 3 
| ke gave a proper anſwer to the queſtion which © 
was put to him, and is certainly as much en-B 
+ titled to become a refortner as the . — _ 

vocate himſelf. | 4 
With 3 to my giving a ; copy 40 Paine 4 


4 
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; W-.; £© Freeland, little can be ſaid to crimina e. 
e Paine and Burke, the great bee In M. 
0 ferent ſides of the queſtion, were then the ge- 3 
* neral topics of diſcourſe ; and were then in ſuch 

n I circulation that they might have been had in 


every bookſeller's ſhop in every ſtreet. . 2. 0 
e then, is my accidentally having a copy in my 1 
pocket, which I gave to elende to be es a . 
„ : e wy diſtribution: 1 5 
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be obtained, but by reading on all ſides of the. 
queſtion, Paine as well as others? Muſt we not 
read Hume or Harrington, becauſe they pro- 


poſe ſchemes differing from the government of 
England ? You: will obſerve, Gentlemen, that 


the paſſages quoted in the indictment are quite 
detached, which is by no means fair... You | 
+ muſt take the book with you, you ſhould read 
the whole, and attend to the context. By this 


mode of detaching, any thing may be 


criminal; the holy ſcriptures may be made to, 


contain ſedition, and the whole letters of the 
alphabet might ſuffer; for throwing them 


down, you have no more to do than to arrange 


them in ſuch a manner as to contain a libel, and 
then extirpate them entirely, {6 ous the com- 


1 parts. 


Sentlemen, This is entirely a a new ſk in 
thin country. Paine's works have neyer been 
"7 condemned i in a court of law here. You are not 
to take any verdict which has been given in 


England as a precedent. In this inſtance Eng- 


land is to us a foreign country. There has er 

ven been a difference in the verdicts: returned 
| there, which ſhews how tender one ſhould be 

"> in paſſing a hangs ſentence on the ſubject. . 

: Gentlemen, 
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08 Alen mn RON confid Acne th. 
ele the evidence of Anne Fiſher, x 1 
of which I have already ſpoken. Had I been a 
Cataline, plotting miſchief privately at the dead 
hour of the night, ſuch a perſon might have 
been conſidered as a good evidence: But as 1 
am accuſed of public ſeditious ſpeechies, 1 little 
imagined 1 ſhould have ſeen one of my own 
domeſtics produced to criminate me, by retail- 
ing every little unguarded expreſſion in the 

moment of relaxation. But even ſhe has pro 
ed that in my moſt e P r 1 way W 
conſtitutional. 

She talks of her carrying a Declaration 1 
Rights to be corrected; but to what does this 
amount? it might have been the Bill of Rights, 
or Magna Charta: The EY could not 'ay 
= contrary. ' Yor 
Wbat ſlle 43 as to my 7 Going! Pai ne was 
; 4 good book, and of my giving a copy to mi 
uncle; even though it were true, you are not 
bound to believe, as it ſtands on her ſingle teſ- 
eimony. . My uncle, it ſeems, from delicacy, . 
is not produced againſt me. But what can be 
made of this fact? Is it probable I ſhould ſow 
ſedition among my own relations? My uncle 

r © Th. 
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Ko a property in which I may 33 ſuc⸗ 
5 ceed; and if ſedition and confuſion of property | 
was my object, is it probable I-{hould have le- 


TURTLE ly Sr relations? 
The Lord Advocate was pleaſed to malte 
free with Mr Barclay che elder. 1 ſhould have 


thought that his age and his character would 
have protected that reſpectable man. He is a 
man whom I am proud to call my friend; and 


whoſe friendſhip I would prefer to that of any 
nobleman in the country, if vicious in his cha- 
rater; for they only are ner ee are 
rendered ſo by virtue. 

Anne Fiſher's uſual accuracy lere ſhes kat, 
in ſo far as ſhe ſays, that ſhe bought a copy 
for Mr n who m_ he 0 85 it Hims 
ſelf. | 

She 851. me read Paine herſelf; 1 Far? re⸗ 


collect, 110 never laid chat 1 r _ 


ws do ſo. 
She ſays, Tuſed to * diserent * 


tions in the back-ſhop: But in whoſe preſence? 
In that of my father and mother? What! 1s 
my own fireſide the place I ſhould be likely 1 to 
fow diſcontent, and diſcover: ſeditious inten- 
tions * has ſeen me ee French law 


4 » 
books: 
I 0s 


R 
4 * 
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1 his Lordſhip may conſequently | have ſeen. 


niſt to play fa ira; But what criminality was 1 
there in that? May I not be conceived to be 95 
perfectly innocent, although, becauſe I rejoi- 
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very alluſion to French affairs muſt eriminate 

me The fact with reſſ pect to this, however, : 
1s, that the muſt allude to Briſſot on Criminal 
Law, which I then had, and which 1 lent to a 
| gentleman, Lord Braxfield's, relation, and hich 


She next mentions, what I am ſuppoſed to 
fay againſt this Court. But muſt not this veil _ 
be eaſily ſeen through? Is it not evident that 5 
a few. obſervations, well thrown i in, might er- | 
cite ſome i irritation in their Lordſhips, and in- | 

cline them to be leſs favourable to me? 


She laſtly mentions, that I defired the orga- 


ced in the ſpreading of freedom, that ſong was 


grateful in my ears? Beſides, as it is compoſ- - 


ed in a language totally unknown to the com- 


mon people, it could be productive of no worſe 


conſequences, than if, as an admirer of the an- 


cient ſtates of Athens and Sparta, I had order- 8 


ed the chorus of a Greek tragedy t to be played, 8 
or had wiſhed to hear the ee 955 Lo 


1 * * 75 
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bir Muir now 4 0 60 e notice of 


the third charge brought againſt him, which 
Was his reading and approving the Iriſh-Ad- 
dreſs ; and his defence here chiefly confiſted-in 
reading feveral paſſages from it, on which he 
commented, and endeavoured: to ſhew that i in- 
juſtice had been done him, by the manner in 
Which paflages in the indictment had been de- 
tached; it is however thought unneceſſary to 
follow Pit very minutely here, as it appeared 
by no means very material to his defence, and 
reference may be had to the paſſages 1 in the i in- 
dickment. hy chen finiſhed his addreſs : as fol 
| Gentlemen, The time vin Gb et I 
muſt ſtand 'or fall by their actions; when all 
human pa geantry , will ceaſe, and when the 
hearts of all will be laid open. If you have a- 
ny regard for yourſelves, if you wiſh'that your 
conſciences ſhould whiſper to, you conſolation, 
and not torture you with remo rſe, you Will 


take care what verdict you now return. As for 


me, I feel myſelf ſupported by the conſciouſ- 
neſs of the rectitude of my intentions. T may 
be confined” within the walls of a priſon; 1 
may even have to mount. the ſchfold; but ne⸗ 
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cords of my. paſt lite, which are See Vith. 
in my breaſt. n ile e (xd br 6 7 
Mr Muir's ſpeech, was followed by ſome ap- 


He ſpake about two hours, ane 
nutes. Mr; Muir, as is natural enlarged conſiders 
ably on ſeveral topics the eſſential part of which - 

KG is IM pr ode but at any rate, it may be 


K. 


The Lord Juſtice Clerk, now proceed 16485 


. ae 


- ſum. up the evidence with wonderful Se 
and | accuracy, in an addreſs to che Jury, to the 


CLIC. be die bd 3s 2 2 NR N50 
following purpoſe. 4 
FO This indickment, Gentlemen, % 18 he Jon geſt 


Ihaxe ever ſeen, fince, I had the, honour 1 


1 an 


honour, to fic 


TMR 1 


in this Court; 3. and, 1s to be 5 by a great 


number of circumſtances. | It ſhall'b 1 55 bus 
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ſineſs to ſimplify it as much as 1 e 
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A relevant charge, Gentlemen, may | be cy” 
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ſtare" be facts, at ſome length, ſor the og * 


which were checked by the Court. 
twenty mis. 


40 8 


rained 1 in a few lines; but the humane princi-. 
ple on which the practice is carried on, is to 
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the Wr and on i principle the 120 
Advocite has acted in the preſent caſe. 

But, Gentlemen, although the facts ale "ſh 
fully ſtated, it is by no means abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to prove the whole; in order to eftabliſh 
the guilt of the” Priſoner.” "You have only to 
look ft the contluding ſentence of the indict- 


ment, which runs thus; All which or part 


MW thereof being found proven, &. from 
which you elearly perceive that you ate to con- 
„Adler if fs many of che facts libelled are proved 
to your arctis as will OY the general 


of 41; 1 7 5-1 4; ef + 
charge. 3230 9 2 — | 1 


. proof led, when taken 7 


9 the bpannel guilty of ſedition or not? 
Now in | exdmining this queſtion, there are 


1 — 14 


to things which vou ſhould attend tg, which 


_ mae no Proof. The firſt is, that the Britiſh 


_-conftitution is the beſt in the world; forthe 
truth of this, Gentlemen, T need only appeal 
to your own feelings le not every man ſecure 
in his life, 1 Je 
— pineſs in the power of every man, except thoſe 
Perhaps, who from diſappointment 3 in their 


ſchemes 


x 
— 


5 ( x16 12 be. 1 5 5 


Fes Welten IE} OW TORI Fort your ' 
onfiderarian 1 18. ſimply, this, On the whole of 


5 y. and property? Is not hap- 


wr 


Does not every man enjoy un 


and propos a Prey 1 e 


brance, and judge whether it  appeats t you, 
as to me, to be ſedition.' + + 4/711, 1 HH 50 
Fou will next axceud, Gentlemen, 0 Mr 
n e e Muir 


* 


* 11 * We 


chem s of advancement are dee 
of his induſtry? and does not every 1 man fir 2M 
ſafely under/his:own-vine-and his'own bg erte | 
and none ſhall make bit afraid? The ether 
ixcumſtance, „Gentlemen; which voa have to 
attend to, is che late of chis country duriigg 
laſt winter. There was a fpirit a 85 di on and | 
revolt going abroad, which rendered every goc : 14 
ſubjec ſeriouſly uneaſy. 1 obſerved the os Wo 
eee 3 5 ; i" RY 


timed; I coincide in that opinion, and * cave F- M8 
it for you to judge. Whether it Was perfectly | 
innocent or not i in Mr Muir, at ſuch a tine, 
going about Wah ignorant country people, 

and among che lower claſſes of the people; mak 

ing then jeave off their work, and inducing 
theta to believe that a reform was abſolutely 7 
neceſſary to preſerve; their ſafety and heir R= _ 
berty; which till then they never e Ae ko 
be in danger. Tou will keep this in 
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: abc. conduct ii Kitkiarllocb,, hich loathe 
_callefted chiefly. from the evidence of Johnſton, 
Weddel, and Fr eeland. vou will obſer ve par- 
ticularly how he run a parallel between the 
French and Engliſh, ene talked of 
auſes, an how 


he gave a prefe exence to the, French. 
Iq are to judge of the rendeney of ic 


ASD: * 218 2 ids | Th; £ 
With reſpecd ro cixculating Paine's book, Mr 
Muir has ſaid d. that it has neyer been con- 


ed, Butz Qfattemen, Mir Ninix, ſhould, recol- 
lect, and yeu muſt be {eadble, that 3 2 judge 
ment gf a Court of law is h ho means negeſſa- 
ry ao make it it ſeditious. It 1 is in itſelf moſt ſedi- 


hog treaſonable, and dangerous. Sedition in 
England, Gentlemen, muſt, he ſedition here; 


and ſedition here. muſt be {edition in Eng, a 
land; and it wonld be right eins your fl 
opinion to have an eye upon the, . 


che Engliſh courts, who have ph. v4 ly the 
publication of that Work. The other writings. f 
1 mentioned i in the indictment are mucn of the 1 6 
flame ſtamp. I agree in the idea, that th paſ- BE 7 
Ages ſhould be taken with their context. I. | 
1 
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3 E 40 this when you, look wed them ;,and. 
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- Hive e bai £6” recollett ain | 
That to render a book ſeditious, i ir 18 not 4 
ſary it be all fedition. #1 
Now, Gentlemen; the fact! is AY proven, 4 
or is having circulated” fome of theſe becks; "2 
it is for you to draw the conſequence. 25 
An attack has been made on the Joly wo- -_ 
man Fiſher. But I muſt confeſs I never heard a 
ore diſtin evidence; and no grudge between 
— and che family has been condeſcended on. 
On che contrary, from her anſwer to a vety | 4 
proper queſtion put to her by one of yourſelves, -- 


ſhe a ms ago have left che a on CY good L 
terms. nnn ' | : AY oy 

Gentlemen, the only wiſh of the Nette £3 
e be to bring offenders to juſtice; T ; 


muſt make uſe of ſuch evidence as the caſe WY — 
mits. Her teſtimony, however, in rs m. 48 
Kn rss ber SI pee, e 4 
Tou wilt next attend to Mr Muir 8 besten NY 

in che convention, when he read the Iriſſi A. 
dreſs. Inſtead of denying this fact, Mr Muir 
Has Aae the innocence of it, and enlarged 1 
upon its merits. Gentlemen, I cannor vj if 165 5 1 


fſaying, I think it à moſt ſeditious and inflam- 9 4 
matory paper. Tou will take i it with you and | 


badge of i it, 6 
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98 removed i in the inn of an eye. The land- 
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. "PE next to turn your attention to he 


8 Running away from juſtice, Gen 


tlemen, muſt be always conſidered as an evi- 
dence. of guilt. | Mr Muir has attempted to ſet 


up an apology for his non- appearance; but 
would aſk, why at ſuch a criſis he ſhould go to 


France? Independent of that, he ſhould have : 
recollected that an embaſſy to a foreign coun- 


try, without proper authority, is a ſpecies of 
rebellion. This proves, however, that he was 


ſuppoſed to have conſiderable influence with 
the leading men there, and eſtabliſhes his con- 


nection with them. And what characters are 
theſe 21 never was an admirer of the French; 


but l can now eber wein as _ 


of human nature. 


As Mr Muir has 1 lit 1 wo 
prove his general good behaviour; and his re- 
cornmending peaceable meaſures, and petitions 
| to Parliament, it is your buſineſs. to judge 
bow far this ſhould operate in his favour, i in * 
poſition to the evidence on the other fide. 


Mr Muir ſhould know, that no attention 


6 could be paid to ſuch a rabble, who have no- 


thing at ſtake, and whoſe property may all be 


I 5:90 


\ i * 1 —— 


* 


e et. .* 


# 
-- 
- 0 o 4 
f oy 
: pa 
«iS * * 
1 | * 
_ Wy 
* 
a * * * 
3 — PROPS 
\ = 1 26. Ld EEO 
=. 4 p 4 ant _ 2 7 
4 ; * 


ed 3 in a acoufitry „ ſhould moſt ee, 
be a chief ohject of attention. 


* 2 


1 Ihe tendency of ſuch a conduct was KF | 


ly to promote a ſpirit of revolt; and if what 


t 
[ was demanded ſhould be refuſed, to take 3 it by ws 
6 > 


; force. Ker 

3 Mr Muir 8 KY 5 diſcouraging revolt, and 
all ſort of tumult, was certainly political; for 
until every thing was ripe for a general inſur- 


rection, any tumult or diſorder could only 


was in the mean time, bowerer, evidently 75. vs | 


f 
8 
n tend, as he himſelf ſaid, to ruin his cauſe ; he 
— 
e 


ſoning the minds of the common people, an 


n 


and preparing them for rebellion. 88 


* Gentlemen, you will take the whole inte 5 


your conſideration. I now leave it with you, 


verdict as will do you honour. 


The tad Juſtice Clerk having finiſhed his 
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arme, incloſed. 
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and have no doubt of your returning 00 4 


. debe half paſt one 0 clock 1 in the 
morning of the ziſt, the court Was adjoyr ned ; - 
until 12 o' clock of chat day, and the Ved were 55 1 


On W the 10 Augutt, the Court a 


ir 1 122 15 
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gain met, Abort ng to ad ournment, , when the 
Jury r returned the e ene e 
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8 | Edinburgh, 3 ith Auguſt, I 79 3. 
The above aſſize having encloſed, made 
choice of the ſaid Gilbert Innes. to be their 
| Chancellor, and the faid John Balfour to be 
their Clerk; and having conſidered the crimi- 
nal libel, raiſed and purſued, at the inſtance | 
of | his Majeſty s Advocate, for his Majeſty's 8 
Intereſt, againſt Thomas Muir pannel, the in- 
terlocutor of relevancy pronounced thereon by 
che Court, the evidence adduced in proof of 
the libel, and evidence adduced in exculpation; 
they all in one voice, find the pannel Thomas 
Muir guilty of the crimes libelled ; In witneſs 
thereof their ſaid Chancellor and Clerk, have | 
ſubſcribed theſe preſe ents, conſiſting of this, 
and the preceding page, in their names and by 
their appointment, place, and date, foreſaid. 


(signed) GILBERT INNES, Chanc. . 
Yb JOHN BALFOUR Clerk, 


The 
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The i bein recorded, the Lord Juſtice - 


Clerk diſcharged the Jury, with obſerving, that 

the trial had been of the greateſt importance; 
that he was happy to ſee the attention they hal 
| beſtowed upon it; and that the verdict they 


had returned had met the complete approba- 
tion of the Court. He then aſked their Lord- 
ſhips ſeverally their opinion upon this verdict, 
and what puniſhment ſhould follow. When 


they ſeverally delivered their opinions as fol- 


F 
Lord H ! we are now a at 


the moſt diſagreeable part of our duty, which is 


to fix the puniſhment due for the crime of which 


the Pannel is found guilty. The indiäkment 


charges him with ſedition, with exciting a ſpirit 
of diſcontent among the illiterate ſclaſſes of the 
people, and an attack againſt the conſtitution. 

The jury, by their verdict, have found the 
Pannel guilty, and we have now only to aſeer- 
tain the puniſhment. I ſhall not dwell on the 


eyil conſequences of theſe crimes. The melan- 
cho oly example of a neighbouring country ren- 
ders enlargement unneceſſary. There appears 


to have been in this country a regular plan of 


ſedition; : and the inet . which 


took 


* 


tg * 


dock place laſt night in t 16 Court, f; inns 


fiftent with the dignity” and ſolemnity that 


ought to belong to a Court of criminal law; 5 


proves to me, chat that ſpirit is not yet ſub- 
dued. But I wiſh not to aggravate the offence 


of the Pannel, by the miſconduct of his deluded 
friends. The puniſhment to be inflſicted is 
arbitrary, and we have our choice of baniſn- 


ment, fine, whipping, impriſonment and tranſ- 
portation. Of theſe, Baniſhment would be on- 
ly ſending to another country a man dange- 
rous to any, to ſow ſedition perhaps witli more 
ſucceſs. Fine would only fall upon his pa- 
rents, who have already ſuffered too much by 
the forfeiture of his bail. Whipping i is too diſ- 

7 graceful to be mentioned. Impriſonment 


| would be but a temporary puniſhment, when 
the criminal would again be let looſe to conti- - 


nue the diſturber of the public peace. There 


remains but one other puniſhment, 7. ranſporta- | 


tion. I am ſorry, it wrings my heart, to think 
| . a gentleman of this deſcription, of his pro- 
feſſion, and of the talents he poſſeſſes, ſhould be 
found guilty of a crime meriting ſuch a puniſh- 
ment; but I ſee no poſſible mode of ſecuring 


the 9 againſt him 1 in ae but by re- 


moving 


. wow i waa; 


"IF "8. 
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occur for tranſporting him to ſuch place as his 


years; with certification that, if he n with- 


motion of the people without authority, on 
* the exciting of ſuch commotion, to the diſ- 


tye, it makes way for, ſo it might be ſaid to 
rape, fire raiſing, in ſhort every ſpecies of 
_ wrong public and private. This is no theg- 


where under the pretence of aſſerting liberty, 


Eind are broken: Nay, ſhameful all, S 
religion itſelf is laid aſide and publicly diſavow- . 
£44 in their National Convention, 1 
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moving him to a place whout 1 can as no 
harm. I am therefore o opinion that the pan- 
nel be recommitted to priſon, and there remain 


until ſuch time as a proper opportunity ſhall 


Majeſty ſhall appoint, for the ſpace of fourteen. 


in'that time, he ſhall ſuffer death. . 5 +... 
Lord Swinton, —Sedition | is a generic crime, 
and is defined by our lawyers to be © a com- 


* turbance of the public peace,” and if it tends 
ad mutationem reipublice, it may amaunt to trea- 
ſon itſelf. As by the diſſolution of the ſocial 


include, every ſoft of crime, murder, robbery, 


retical reaſoning, for we have it exemplified - 
before our eyes, in the preſent. ſtate of France, 


the worſt ſort of tyranny is arent and 


Certain 
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une 1 perſons have Ft on Foot in 


| this happy kingdom, the firſt ſteps of the ſame 


plan under the ſpecious pretences of Liberty 
and Equality; aſſuming; to themſelves moſt 
_ falſely and inſidiouſly the reſpectable names of 


Friends of the People, and of Reform, although 
they deſerve the very oppoſite denomination; 
by which means they have miſſed and drawn 
after them a great number of well - meaning 


though ſimple and unwary people. 
A moſt reſpectable Jury has found the pri- 
ſoner guilty of endeavouring to excite this ſort 


of ſedition; and how did he attempt to explain 
and juſtify himſelf. By denying ſeditious in- 


tent, and alledging his motives were a deſire of 
reformation; and that the mode he propyſed 


for obtaining it, was a legal, peaceable, and 


conſtitutional. petition to the Houſe of Com- 
mons. But how were theſe motives reconcile- 
able with the principle in the writings and pam- 


Phlets which he juſtified and circulated. The 
fundamental doctrine of theſe books, is chat the 


whole people are in effect to judge of and di- 


rect in every thing, and that to obtain their 


- end they have only to WILL it. Is not ſuch a 
| reformation a ſubverſion of our wiſe and happy 
govern 


+ 


F 


* * 4 
* NN 
* P 
* 
118 


75 8. 2 


* 4 L SFS 2 L 28 


e 


= >< 


f 


US w vw Hm 


0 7 


MF —— 2 Ie — — > 


tition. 


that, with us puniſhment is not revenge nor 


atonement. If puniſh ment adequate to. the 


crime of ſedition were to be ſought for, it could 


not be found in our law, now that torture is 


happily aboliſhed. The ſole object of puniſh- 


ment among us is only to deter others from 5 


oommitting like crimes in time coming. 


In this view I concur in the propoſal that * 9 
been made of tranſportation for fourteen years, 
which is a mild puniſhment, conſidering the of- 
fetice, and confidering the danger of che times. 
By che Roman law, which is held to be our 
common law, where there i is no ſtatute, the pu- Ns 
niſhment was various, and tranſportation was 
among the mildeſt mentioned. Paulus, I. 38. 


Dig. de Penis, writes, Aclores ſeditionis et . 
multus, populo concitato, pro qualitate diguitati, 
aut in Fersen tolluntur, aut Ruit obiciuntur, aut 


government! And is 2 petition bet Wille of : . 
people who have wILLEDto. have what they . 
pray, a legal, peaceable, and corlfliragieny pe _ 


With regard to the Fab E ol 55 
That the maxim, That the ſeverity of puniſh- 
ment ought to be in proportion to the atrocity 
of the crime, does not hold in our law; for 
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* "FE deportaitur, —We have choſen ths 1 - 
mildeſt of theſe puniſhments.—By the Codex, 
lib. 9. t. 30. de Seditiofis et his qui plebem contra 


rempublicam audent collegere, 1. 1, & 2. fi uch per- 


| ſons are ſubjected ad mulitam RANDY Ie — 


Baldus writes, Provocans . tumultum ct clamorem 


1 populo, debet mori pena ſeditionis. And by a 


conſtitution of the Emperor Leo: Subdandeos au- 


tem penis eit quas de ſeditionis et umnlius auc fori- | 


bus vetuſliſſima decretd ſanxerint. 
The crime here, though very near to renfan; 
does not amount to it. The mildeſt of the pu- 


niſhments for the ſedition of which the priſon- 


er has been found guilty is tranſportation ; and 


I think it is the puniſhment in this caſe, 


Lord Dunſinnan— was of the ſame opinion. 
Lord Abercrombie, —I think it by no means 


neceſſary to ſay much of the enormity of this 


crime, after what has been already ſaid. By 
an old law, it would have amounted to treaſon; 
and even by the ſtatute of Edward, it comes ve- 
ry near it. 

Had the e . produced any riots 
or tumults, it might have involved him in high 


_ treaſon. This rendered him cautious: for o- | 


a 


ra 


| i this day le receiv: 


— — N 


e. to ſuffer the puniſhment due to traitors. Pls 1 a 


not anſwer. 


the prifoner's defence, it was his pretended 


miſſion to France, and the pleafure he expreſs- 
eld in the circle of acquaintance he had there. 
It is evident his feelings accorded too much 
1 therefore approve of AGE has 


with theirs. 
deen ſaid as to the puny 


Nen: ets 


F > 8. Another reafon why he avoided tumults was -” 
; ; mentioned i in his ſpeech, that a revolution could 

on be effected by an inſurrection of the gene- 
"Tal maſs of the people * A? tumbles would 1 


"If: any thing could add to the! impropriety 70 1 E. 


| Lord Fuftice Clerk —1 never had a Gude bet 30 
chat the proper puniſhment for a crime ſuch as 
this was tranſportation. It remained for me 


only to determine whether 1 it Thos be for N 


or a limited in 7. 8 
1 acknowledge, 1 am Goasde chi af alſeed to 
the the Pannel ſtanding trial for ſedition; a man 


ofa liberal education, member of a reſpectahle 
| Society, and poſſeſſed of conſiderable talents. 
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The loweſt ſpecies of th thin crimeis hp bur 1 
when aggravated by creating dilloyalty and diſ- 3 L 
ſuatis faction to Government, it amounts to the 


higheſt ſort of ſedition. It borders on treaſon; 
and perhaps it is owing to the humanity of the 


Lord Advocate, that he had not to ſtand trial x 


for his life. 
I agree in the propriety of hs Sang pu- 
niſhment ; for the indecent applauſe ſhewn in 


this Court laſt night convinces me, that it would 


be dangerous to allow the pannel to remain in 
this country. I am perfectly ſatisfied too in 
its. being limited to fourteen years. I hope the 
pannel will reflect on his conduct and ſee its 


impropriety; and that if he be again reſtored 
to his country, he may ſtill have an opportuni- 


5 of ſhewing himſelf to be a good enen of 


N 8 | 
While the eee was * Mr nr 
addrefled the Court, and ſaid, 1 hg 


Il I do not mean to trouble the Court with 
$ any obſervations on my ſentence. By ſome it 


may be thought lenient, by others ſevere. It 


* 15a matter of little conſequence; for had I been 
condemned to be led out to the ſcaffold, I 


| © ſhould have poſſeſſed the ſame calm ſunny of 
| «© mind 
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nase acted and ſuffered in a great, a good, an 
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Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy Council, . 5 
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; 5 glorious cauſe, which ſooner or later will. 25 


8 * prov and ultimately. fave this N 
be Clerk then read the et 66 


17 HE l HH c rk, Ty Lords C — 
g of Juſticiary, having conſidered the fore- 
going verdict, whereby the aſſize, all in one 


voice, Find the pannel GUILTY of the crimes 
Übelled: The ſaid Lords, in reſpect of the aid 
verdict, in terms of an act paſſed in the 25th 
Fe of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entit- 
bed.“ an Act for the more effectual tranſporta- 


© tion of felons, and other. offenders, in that Y 
part of Great Britain, cal led Scotland ;” Or- 


dain and Adjudge, That the ſaid Tao AS Mur E 4 


be tranſported beyond ſeas, to ſuch place as his 


ſhall declare and appoint z and that! for the * 
ſpace of fourteen years, from this date; 3 with . 5 
certification to him, if, after being ſo tranſport⸗ NE 925 8 
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| 6 he ſhall return to, and be found at i wy 
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